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Clockwise from top left: Colin 
Powell, George W. Bush, Al 
Gore, Serena and Venus 


Williams, Marvel Cooke and 
Condoleezza Rice. STORY ON 
PAGE 3. Illustration by Rob King. 
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Blackbird 


Betty Winston Baye 

Is a must read 



“She’s am authentic 
voice of urban America - 
an uncompromising and 
unyielding champion of 
the downtrodden.” 

- DeWayne Wickham 

USA TODAY 
“She scolds us when we 
do wrong, she praises us 
when we do good. She 
defends us when we are 
under attack and she 
challenges us when we 
are complacent. You 
have to respect a sister 
like that.” 

- Vanessa Williams 
The Washington Post 

Now available! $14 

AUGUST PRESS 

P.O. Box 6693 
Newport News, VA 23606 

Visit our web site 
www.augustpress.net 


Jobline 
& Careers 

Michigan Journalism Fellows 
University of Michigan Academic 
Year September-April. 

“Ever thought of having eight 
months to what you (and family) 
have been putting off because you 
couldn’t get time and money 
together? We have put them together 
for you, and if you don’t use them 
someone else will. The challenge, I 
hope, comes through loud and clear. 
This is an invitation for growth, 
transformation and achievement 
bestowed by your peers, at the 
biggest research university in the 
world. Don’t miss the chance.” 

- MJF Director Charles Eisendrath. 
Deadline for Applications: 

February 1 Postmark. Send to 
Michigan Journalism Fellows 
Wallace House 
620 Oxford Road 


University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, Ml 48104-2635 
Tele: (734) 998-7666 
FAX: (734) 998-7979 
www.mjfellows.org 





The Knight Center for Specialized 
Journalism at the University of 
Maryland invites applications from 
reporters and editors for its 2001 


Send four copies each of a resume, a 
statement of up to 500 words 
giving the reasons for applying; a 
supervisor’s strong nominating letter 
that also agrees to cover salary and 
travel; and three articles (editors may 
send edited work, broadcasters send 
one audio or videotape) to: 

Knight Center for 
Specialized Journalism 
290 College Ave., University of 
Maryland, 3501 University Blvd. 
East, Adelphi, MD 20783 
(301) 985-7279 


Continued on page 5 


ON HER OWN GROUND: 
The Life and Times of 
Madam C. J. Walker 

by A’Lelia Bundles 

Bundles, GSJ ’76, Walker's 
great-great-granddaughter, 
eloquently seduces with time 
and place in the first truly 
comprehensive, historically 
accurate biography of this 
legendary philanthropist and 
political activist. Employing 
three decades of meticulous 
research. Bundles skillfully 
separates fact from fiction as 
she chronicles Walker's rise 
from washerwoman to inter¬ 
national bu sinesswoman. 



S^Gadam C. ^Walker 


A ' L F. L i A B i.' X D L F. S 


“This will become the 
definitive work on Walker.” 

- Ishmael Reed 
“Beautifully written. More 

than simply a biography, 
this book reads. . .like a 
true life mystery.” 

- Jill Nelson 

Scribner. Available Feb. 1 

ISBN 0-6848-2582-1 Goto 
www.madamcjwalker.com 

for an excerpt and book tour 
information in New York, 
Washington, Chicago, Detroit, 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Atlanta and ten other cities. 
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Reflection on the year that was: 

Accomplishments, disappointments and fond farewells 


BAN Year 
in Review 

By Cheryl Devall 

Three zeros in the calendar 
year did not signal the end of 
the same old concerns and 
crises for African-Americans. 
Indeed, a new worry hovered 
mere weeks into the year 2000: 
that anyone tying a pronounce¬ 
ment to "the new millennium" 
could be messing with our 
collective last nerve. 

Politicians, preachers and 
inspirational speakers, take 
note — and let's get on with 
reviewing the year that's 
sped by. 

This was the season of the 
endless presidential campaign 
followed by the interminable 
vote count. The election took 
note of black folks only at its 
beginning - when short-time 
Democratic contender Bill 
Bradley dared to inject race 
into the discussion - and at its 
end, when blacks voted in 
higher proportions than our 
numbers despite widely 
reported disenfranchisement 
and intimidation. 

The long and winding road 
taken by Texas Gov. George 
W. Bush and Vice President 
A1 Gore largely bypassed 
many of our issues, including 
gun control; the continuing gap 
between rich and poor, wired 
and disconnected, in the midst 
of a prosperous, information- 
driven economy; the dispro¬ 
portionate casualties of color 
in the war on drugs. 

Education was mentioned 
only occasionally and vaguely 
except when the subject was 
public school vouchers 
(proposals for which were 
defeated in California and 


Michigan statewide 
referendums). Health matters 
were reduced to Medicare and 
prescription drug coverage for 
seniors - important topics but 
hardly the whole picture in a 
society in which so many 
remain uninsured and black life 
expectancy continues to lag. 

The Republicans put gospel 
choirs, Colin Powell and 
Condoleezza Rice on display 
during their convention, then 
quickly got back to bland 
business as usual. 

Democrats threw the bone of 
hate crimes legislation, but 
otherwise took their black 
constituency for granted. 

Only in the eleventh hour of 
the campaign did the party 
break out the political 
equivalent of Colt 45 malt 
liquor - President Clinton 
(works every time) - for a 
limited get-out-the-vote tour 
of black neighborhoods. 

With a reflexive sense of 
duty, we got out that vote. 
African-Americans, who are 
12 percent of Florida's 
population, counted for 16 
percent of the November vote 
in that state - most of it in 
support of Democrat candidate 
Gore and in payback for Gov. 
Jeb Bush's attempt to 
dismantle public-sector 
affirmative action. 

Still, the specter of bad times 
past haunted the march to the 
polls. 

There were many reports of 
Florida state troopers checking 
driver identification on election 
day in heavily black precincts. 
The disenfranchisement spread 
outward to the larger 
population of black men - 
about 13 percent of whom, 
according to The Sentencing 
Project - have lost their right to 
vote through past or present 
contact with the criminal justice 


system. Most states deny 
felons the right to vote while 
incarcerated, and many extend 
that denial into probation or 
even make it permanent. 

Given this, perhaps it's no 
surprise that this year two 
movements gained mainstream 
supporters and momentum: 
Death penalty abolition and 
reparations for the slave labor 
that built America's 
foundations. Even a few years 
ago, these subjects belonged 
to the fringe. But both have 
inspired a surge of new 
research, activism and 
publications that could fuel a 
lively discussion of the value 
this nation places on black 
lives, especially now that the 
governor of the leading capital 
punishment state will soon 
occupy the White House. 

BLACK CERTAINLY 

translated into green on the 
pop culture front. Many of the 
year's most profitable films - 
"Big Momma's House," "The 
Nutty Professor 2: The 
Klumps" and "Scary Movie" 
featured black stars and subject 
matter. The big box office and 
creative surprise of the summer 
was Spike Lee's low-budget 
documentary "The Original 
Kings of Comedy," which 
opened second to the heavily 
promoted "The Cell" and went 
on to generate similar business 
to the $37-million standup tour 
it documented. The quartet of 
Steve Harvey, D.L. Hughley, 
Cedric the Entertainer and 
Bemie Mac dispensed more 
hilarious truth about the state 
of the union than anyone since 
Richard Pryor. 

In the corporate suites, an 
odd ambiguity lingers about 
the profitability and 
Continued on next page 
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2000 reviewed 

Continued 

mainstream acceptance of black 
culture. Despite a reality that 

Tiger Woods and Venus and 
Serena Williams have 
acknowledged in their fields - 
that they [begin ital] are [end 
ital] the show and deserve a 
bigger cut of the proceeds - 
most television network fare 
still doesn't reflect the multi¬ 
colored world most of us 
inhabit. To be fair, the process 
of conceiving, writing, casting 
and producing new shows 
takes longer in real life than in 
Spike's sobering satire 
"Bamboozled." But market 
forces could disrupt two 
havens for black creative talent 
on and off-screen. 

Chris-Craft Industries, the 
company that owns eight UPN 
stations - home to "Moesha," 
"The Parkers" and "Malcolm 
and Eddie" in major markets 
including New York, may 
have to shed some of its 
stations under new ownership 
by Rupert Murdoch's News 
Corp. 

And the only cable network 
primarily by, for and about 
African-Americans, Black 
Entertainment T elevision, be¬ 
came part of the huge Viacom 
media empire. Viacom owns 
CBS, Infinity Broadcasting, 
MTV and Nickelodeon. 

When the sale went down, 
BET chief Robert Johnson 
declared that the tone and 
purpose of the Washington 
D.C.-based network will 
remain the same. Keep your 
fingers crossed, and stay 
tuned. 

Over at Cable News 
Network, Bernard Shaw 
announced his decision to 
retire after 20 years at the 
anchor desk. Shaw, 60, was 
present at many of CNN's 
breakthrough moments - the 
Gulf War, the 1989 democracy 


movement m China and the 
1988 presidential debates in 

which he famously asked 
Democratic candidate Michael 
Dukakis whether he'd still 
oppose the death penalty if his 
wife Kitty were raped and 
murdered. Much less noticed 
was Shaw's superior handling 
of the two vice presidential 
candidates in this year's 
debates; his restraint and 
firmness helped establish the 
informative, congenial tone 
that distinguished the Cheney- 
Lieberman dialogue from the 
presidential candidates' grudge 
matches sloppily moderated by 
PBS' Jim Lehrer. 

Dean Baquet, formerly of the 
New York Times, Chicago 
Tribune and his hometown 
New Orleans Times-Picayune 
became the first black - he 
hastened to add Creole - 
managing editor of the Los 
Angeles Times. This was only 
one of many personnel and 
coverage changes that followed 
the LA paper's purchase by 
Chicago-based Tribune Co. 

On the other coast, Kenneth 
J. Cooper will be rejoining the 
Boston Globe as National 
Editor. Cooper, a national 
correspondent for 
theWashington Post, wrote 
for the Globe from 1980 to 
1986. He also worked in 
Knight Ridder’s Washington 
bureau and was the Post's 
South Asia bureau chief for 
three years. 

IN OTHER media news, 
the New York Times 
published a voluminous series 
on "How Race is Lived in 
America" (still available at 
www.nytimes.com). For all its 
good intentions, the effort 
seemed to confirm certain 
editors' weary frustration with 
the topic and, according to 
critics and insiders, did little to 
advance the discussion it 

Continued on back page 


Endowment 
fund drive 

Columbia Journalism alumni are 
raising money to establish “gap” 
funding for a student that has loans, 
grants, scholarships and has saved 
for school, but still needs help. 

This fall we are in the third year 
of raising $25,000 for an endowed 
Black Alumni (Network) scholarship 
to assist students. Alumni are urged 
to give and have their companies - 
where available - match their gifts. 

For details, contact Gayle 
Pollard-Terry, ’73, at the Los 
Angeles Times, Angela 
Chatman, ’77, at the Cleveland 
Plain Dealer orE.R. Shipp, 

’ 7 9, at Columbia GSJ. 

Budget Update 


Balance before 

July 2000 issue $ +213 

Revenues, June 16 

to Dec. 15,2000 1,229 

Subtotal 1,442 

Expenses: printing, 
postage, June 16 

to Dec. 15,2000 1,124 


Balance before 

January 2001 issue $ +318 


IN THE LAST six months we took in 
37 new or renewal subscriptions. 
The U.S. Postal Service is raising 
First Class rates January 7,2001. 
About 60 percent of our expenses 
come from postage. We’ve 
absorbed several rate hikes to 
keep the newsletter a valuable 
and affordable service. 

PLEASE HELP US. If your 
subscription just ended, renew 
promptly. If you have not 
subscribed yet, please do. If 
you’ve moved, update your 
address. Thanks.-WJD 


To Subscribe: 

One Year, $20 (12 issues) 
Two years, $38 (24 issues) 
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Jobline 

Continued 

Twelve journalists win Knight 
Fellowships at Stanford each year. 
What do they get? Nine months of 
study, intellectual growth and per¬ 
sonal change at one of the world’s 
great universities. At the end of the 
year they return to their news organi¬ 
zations better prepared for the rapidly 
changing world of journalism. 

Wfiat are rye Cooking for? 

• Reporters and editors 

• Photographers and producers 

• Editorials cartoonists and 
web site gurus — and more 

We want people who have already 
accomplished a lot and can do more. 
Candidates must have seven years’ 
professional experience. Fellows 
receive a stipend of $50,000 plus 
tuition, a book allowance and a 
child care allowance. Benefits and 
activities of the program are open to 
spouses and partners of Fellows. 

The application deadline is 
Feb. 1, 2001. 

Contact John S. Knight Fellow¬ 
ships, Building 120, Room 424, 
Stanford, CA 94395-2050. Or call 
(650) 723-4937, FAX (650) 725- 
6154; Wtp//kBBhL*taBionL«dn 

MOVING?: Send a 
change-of-address or 
postcard and Black 
Alumni Network 
newsletter will be 
there with you. 


Black Alumni Network 

Newsletter (757) 591-2371 
Wayne J. Dawkins, editor 
Betty Winston Baye, Angela 
Chatman, Deborah S. Creighton, 
Cheryl Devali, E.R. Shipp, 
contributing editors 
Published monthly by Columbia 
University Journalism Alumni 
(ISSN 1040-7758) 
e-mail: WDawk69643@aol.com 


THE PREMIERE issue of 
Savoy magazine arrived in late 
December. Lise Funderburg, 

’ 91 .wrote “A letter from ... 
Monticello, Ga.: A civil rights 
baby follows her father’s road.” 
Jill Nelson, ’80, wrote “Stop 
the Million March Madness.” 

She asked, with so many 
marches, does style reign in the 

THANK YOU, 

December new and renewing 
subscribers from Virginia 
Beach. Va.: Oakland , Calif • 

New York City (3): Northern 

Virginia: Washington, D.C.; 

Milwauke; Detroit: and North 
Jersey 


quest for social justice? The “All 
that” arts and entertainment 
section spotlights On Her Own 
Ground, the forthcoming 
biography of Madam C. J. Walker 
byA’Letia Bundles, ’76 [see 
advertisement on page 2], Savoy 
is the magazine that succeeded 
Emerge, which was shut down in 
June. Visit www.savoymag.com 

Video available 

The 25 year history of NABJ, a 
34-minute video by Dennis James 
Knowles, is available for screening 
by local chapters. 

E-mail Knowles at DJK@aoI.com 
or call (216) 664-2883. 
















2000 reviewed 

Continued 

sought to illuminate. 

In closing, major props are 
due to Cari Rowan, who 
helped advance every 
discussion he entered. As a 
groundbreaking journalist, 
diplomat, philanthropist and 

Carl Rowan helped 
advance every 
discussion he entered. 
He was unafraid to 
speak truth to power, 
including black power. 

hell-raiser. Rowan was 
unafraid to speak truth to 
power, including black power. 
(Note his early warnings on 
the financialmess within the 
NAACP, which led to 
Benjamin Chavis' fall from the 
top of that organization). 

Rowan's passing in 
September at age 75 left black 
journalists with indelible 
lessons and a big load to carry 
as we proceed into the actual 
start of the new millennium. 

Also gone, but not to be 
forgotten, is Marvel Cooke. 
This pioneer, who died in 


November at age 97, lived the 
history many of us have only 
read about. Family friend 
W.E.B. DuBois hired her to 
work on the Crisis. She 
became the first woman 
reporter at the Amsterdam 
News, where she also organ¬ 
ized the first Newspaper Guild 
chapter at a black newspaper. 

And at the New York Daily 
Compass, where she was a 
colleague of I.F. Stone, Cooke 
broke ground again as die first 
African-American woman staff 
writer at a major white-owned 
paper. There, in 1950, she 
went undercover to report on 
domestic day workers. The 
resulting series, "The Bronx 
Slave Market," is excerpted in 
the 1997 collection "The Art of 
Fact: A Historical Anthology 
of Literary Journalism" 
(Scribner). 



The writer, a 1982 J-school 
graduate, is the Los Angeles 
correspondent for the San Jose 
Mercury News. 


Black Alumni Network 

Newsletter 

108 Terrell Road, Box 6693 
Newport News, VA 23606 



Reginald Stuart 

Breakthrough 

Kemba Smith, the poster 
child for what’s wrong with 
mandatory minimum federal 
drug penalties, was pardoned 
just before Christmas by 
President Clinton. 

Reginald Stuart, ’71, 
put a spotlight on the Smith 
case with several cover stories 
for the former Emerge 
magazine, including the initial 
piece, “Kemba’s nightmare.” 

Smith was sentenced in 1995. 
She was to serve 24 1/2 years. 
Smith was the girlfriend of a 
violent drug kingpin and she 
admitted to carrying money , 
and drugs for boyfriend, who 
was killed. Critics, including 
Stuart’s reporting, suggested 
that Smith’s punishment was 
excessive. Well done, Reggie. 
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Applications 
up at l-school 

Columbia University 
Graduate School of Jour¬ 
nalism received about 1,000 
applications for the 2002 
school year. 

This year’s tally is up about 
8 percent compared to last 
year when the school received 
850 applications. 

Applicants will learn whether 
they have been accepted by 
April. Class of 2001 
enrollment is 220. 

Once accepted, students must 
figure out how to pay for 
school. Current cost for tuition, 
living expenses and a computer 
is $46,000. Robert McDonald, 
director of admissions and 
financial aid, said expenses are 
expected to go up about 5 
percent and raise the total to 
about $49,000. 

Most students receive some 
form of financial aid. Dean 
Tom Goldstein has more than 
doubled financial aid through 
aggressive fund-raising. 

McDonald said the increased 
costs are attributed to the added 
expense of a longer school 
year - last summer students 
began reporting in August 
instead of after Labor Day - 
and technology costs. 

• • • 
ALUMNI ARE raising 
money to establish “gap” 
funding for a student that has 
loans, grants., scholarships and 
has saved for school, but still 
needs help. We are in the third 
year of raising $25,000 for an 
endowed Black Alumni 
(Network) scholarship to assist 
students. Alumni are urged to 


New Africa 
assignment 

Africa correspondent Anne 
Simmons, J-’88, of the Los 
Angeles 
Times, 
was 
named 
Johan¬ 
nesburg 
bureau 
chief. In 
mid- 
January 
she left 
Nairobi to begin her new 
assignment in South Africa. 

“Needless to say,” Simmons 
told us, “I'm very excited, and 
looking forward to more new 
challenges.” 

In 1999 Simmons won the 
NABJ international reporting 
award for “African cultures 
and the health of a continent.” 
It was a collection of stories 
that included a report on the 
Kenyan tradition of widow 
inheritance and the teaming of 
Ghanaian government officials 
with traditional healers to get 
results where conventional 
medicine fails. 

give and have their companies 
- where available - match their 
gifts. Contact E.R. Shipp, ’79 
(ers9@columbia.edu). 

’68 Alumnus’ 
inside story 
from Ghana 

Back page 


Attendance 
in Phoenix 

Record West 
participation 

By Wayne Dawkins 
Attendance for NABJ’s 
2000 convention, held in 
Phoenix last August, was 
confirmed in Januaiy. 

The National Association of 
Black Journalists numbers 
include total paid attendance. 
Revenue and expenditure 
figures are to become available 
shortly, said President William 
W. Sutton. 

Paid attendance was 2,250, 
said Tangie Newborn, interim 
executive director. Total 
attendance was 2,600. Of that 
total, 350 attendees were 
“comped,” meaning they 
were guests. 

Last fall several members 
waged a debate on the NABJ 
Internet bulletin board and 
alleged that the comps were 
used to exaggerate attendance. 
Actually, said Newborn and 
former board leaders, sponsors 
and job fair exhibitors who 
donate or pay thousands of 
dollars to support the 
convention, get complimentary 
admissions. 

Comps also include NABJ 
staff and students who work 
shortly, said President William 
W. Sutton. 

Paid attendance was 2,250, 
said Tangie Newborn, interim 
executive director. Total 
attendance was 2,600. Of that 

Continued on back page 
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A must read 

“A glowing, richly 
modulated voice belting 
up from somewhere too 
many of us have either 
never been or are afraid 
to go. 

“Anybody who thinks 
blackbirds don’t sing 
needs to buy this book.” 

- Gannett News Service 

“She’s an authentic 
voice of urban America - 
an uncompromising 
champion of the 
downtrodden.” 

- DeWayne Wickham, 
BET Lead Story 

Here are book signing 
dates for “Blackbird”: 

• Louisville /Hawley-Cooke 
Booksellers (Shelbyville Road 
Plaza) Sat. Feb. 10,3 p.m. 

• Louisville /Barnes & Noble 
Booksellers (S. Hurstboume 
Pkwy.) Sat. Feb. 17,2 p.m. 

$14. August Press 

www.augustpress.net 


Half-price 

$7 


Sometimes 
You (vet 
The Bear 



a novel by 
Dan Holly 

Poignant 

“A tightly woven tale of a pair 
of NYC brothers who take 
divergent paths in life to learn 
lessons about crime and drugs, 
race and opportunity.” 

- Black Issues Book Review 

Compelling 

“Dan Holly integrates the 
world of fiction and reality 
with characters that could 
easily be your next door 
neighbor... Sometimes You 
Get the Bear will get under 
your skin and into your soul.” 

- Lee Meadows, Book Beat 
radio show. 

www.augustpress.net 
[Now accepting Visa 
and Mastercard] 


Advertisers: 

The deadline to reserve space 
is the 15th of the month. 

• Eighth page $75 
(two insertions, $125); 
•quarter page $125 
(two insertions $200). 


Crowns: Portraits of Black 
Women in Church Hats 


by Michael Cunningham and 
Craig Marberry 
(Foreword by Maya Angelou) 


Marberry, GSJ ‘85, teamed up with 
photographer Cunningham to explore 
the cultural and historical significance 
of the hats black women don each 
Sunday. Cunningham’s 50 portraits 
are breathtaking. And Marberry’s 
interviews of the women are riveting, 
ranging from poignant (“We just 
know inside that we’re queens. And 
these are the crowns we wear.”) to 
humorous (“My husband said, ‘You 
don’t need another hat. You don’t 
have but one head.’”) 



hilarious musings. 

- O: The Oprah Magazine 


“Memorable essays...vivid portraits.” 

- Essence 


“Funny and poignant.” 

- New York Times 

“Fascinating.” - USA Today 

(Doubleday, $27.50) 
ISBN 0-385-50086-6 





February 2001, page 3 


B.A.N. People 

“Crowns” author Craig 
Marberry, ’85, and 
photographer Michael 
Cunningham have done book 
signings in New York, Dallas, 
Atlanta, Memphis, Chicago, 
and Detroit. Dorothy Height, 
president emeritus of the 
National Council of Negro 
Women surprised the duo by 
attending a brunch/signing 
sponsored by Drum and Spear 
Bookstore in Washington, 

D.C. Height thanked them for 
capturing the cultural and 
historical significance of the 
hats black women wear on 
Sunday. 

She also noted that many 
black women wore hats during 
civil rights protests of the1960s 
to underscore the dignity of 
African-Americans (see the 
advertisement on page 2). 

Here are book signing dates 
for “Crowns”: 

• Charlotte /Bames& Noble 
(Independence Blvd.) Sun. 

Feb. 11, 2-4 p.m. 

• Raleigh/ Barnes & Noble 
(Crabtree Mall) Thur. Feb. 15, 
7 p.m. 

• Chicago /Marshall Field’s 
Bookstore, Fri., Feb. 16, 

12:30 p.m. 

• Chicago/ Barnes & Noble 
(downtown) Sat. Feb. 17, noon 

• Chicago/ Borders (Oak 
Park) Sat., Feb. 17,4 p.m. 

• Atlanta/ Medu Bookstore 
(Greenbriar Mall), Sat., 

Feb. 24,1-3 p.m. 


Black Alumni Network 

Newsletter (757) 591-2371 
Wayne J. Dawkins, editor 
Betty Winston Baye, Angela 
Chatman, Deborah S. Creighton, 
Cheryl Devali, E.R. Shipp, 
contributing editors 
Published monthly by Columbia 
University Journalism Alumni 
(ISSN 1040-7758) 
e-mail: WDawk69643@aol.com 


• Atlanta/ B. Dalton (South 
DeKalb Mall) Sat., Feb. 24, 

4-6 p.m. 

• Charlottesville, Ya./ 

Virginia Festival of the Book, 
Sun. March 25, 1:30 p.m. 

(See the advertisement 
on page 2). 

Janet McDonald, ’84, 

traveled to New York from 
Paris to promote the paperback 
publication of her memoir. 
Project Girl. For the Jan. 17- 
23 Village Voice, McDonald 



sat down with some of 
Brooklyn Farragut House's 
original project girls, that 
include her mother Florence, 
and wrote their stories. Check 
it out at www.villagevoice.com. 


MOVING?: Send a 
change-of-address or 
postcard and Black 
Alumni Network 
newsletter will be 
there with you. 

To Subscribe: 

One Year, $20 (12 issues) 

Two years, $38 (24 issues) 


Special honors 

Continued from back page 

Send letters to NABJ Special 
Honors, 8701-A Adelphi Road, 
Adelphi, Md. 20783 or email 
them to Renee Tross, staff 
liaison, at Renee@nabj.org or 
Mira Lowe, ’88, Special 
Honors chairwoman, at 
Mzzmira@aol.com. 

For more information, call the 
NABJ office, (301) 445-7100. 


2000 winners 

Lifetime Achievement 

Joseph Palmer (posthumous). 
Proud magazine, St. Louis, and 
Ernest Withers, civil-rights 
movement photographer. 
Journalist of the Year 
Kevin Merida, Washington Post. 
Percy Qoboza Award 
Rafael Marques of Angola, a 
freelance writer who was jailed 
and then tried for criticizing the 
government. 

Community Service 
Andrew Humphrey, 

WUPW-TV 36, Toledo, Ohio. 
Chapter of the year 
Wisconsin Black Media 
Association. 

Student Chapter 
Atlanta Association of Black 
Journalists Student Chapter. 


Video available 

The 25 year history of NABJ, a 
34-minute video by Dennis James 
Knowles, is available for screening 
by local chapters. 

E-mail Knowles at DJK@aoI.com 
or call (216) 664-2883. 


THANK YOU, January 
new and renewing 
subscribers from 
New York, NY [2]. 
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’68 Alumnus’ 
inside story 

Mike Adjei, J-’68, wrote to 
us from Barnet Herts, England. 
He called attention to his 
1994 book, “Death and Pain: 
Rawlings’ Ghana - The Inside 
Story.” 

In 1983, two years after Jerry 
Rawlings siezed Ghana in a 
military coup, writer Adjei said 
he was detained and held for a 
year in a medium security 
prison. 

In 1986 while in Nigeria to 
do an interview, Adjeu learned 


he was a wanted man in Ghana. 
He moved to England in 1987 
and was granted political 
asylum. 

Adjei’s book was published 
by Black Line Publishing Ltd, 
86 Mill Bridge, London EN5 
2UQ. Adjei is a member of 
the Institute of Journalists in 
London. 

Attendance 

Continued from front page 

total, 350 attendees were 
“comped,” meaning they 
were guests. 

Last fall several members 
waged a debate on the NABJ 
Internet bulletin board and 
alleged that the comps were 
used to exaggerate attendance. 
Actually, said Newborn and 
former board leaders, sponsors 
and job fair exhibitors who 
donate or pay thousands of 
dollars to support the 
convention, get complimentary 
admissions. 

Comps also include NABJ 
staff and students who work 
at the convention. 

For comparison, the 2,600 
who came to Phoenix was an 
increase over 1,886 NABJ 
attendees who participated in 
the 1999 Unity convention in 
Seattle with the associations of 
Hispanic, Asian American and 
Native American Journalists. 

In 1998, Washington, D.C. 


DEATH and PAIN 

RAWLINGS’ 
1HANA 
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Mike Adjei 


convention attendance was 
2,936. The 2001 convention is 
Aug. 22-26 in Orlando, Fla. 

Sutton said during the first 
full weekend of January the 
executive board held a work 
session in Maryland to deal 
with budget issues. 

Phoenix expenses are 
pending. Convention expenses 
at the 1999 Seattle convention 
was $720,400 and $1 million 
in Washington in 1998, 
according to annual reports. 
Convention revenue in 1999 
and 1998 from registration 
only was this: Seattle, 

$691,940; Washington, 
$871,833. 

Special honors 

Nominations sought 

The NABJ Special Honors 
Committee seeks nominations. 
The categories are 

• Lifetime Achievement, 

• Journalist of the Year, 

• Percy Qoboza (international), 

• Community Service, 

• Chapter of the Year and 

• Student Chapter of the Year. 
Except for Lifetime 
Achievement, each entrant's 
contributions and deeds 
should fall within March 2000 
and February 2001. 

The deadline for nominations 
is Feb. 24. 

Continued on page 3 
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Columbia J-schooi 
reunion In April 


Attention Columbia 
University J-School reunion 
classes of 1996, 1991, 1986, 
1981, 1976, 1971 etal. 

The Alumni Office is working 
with class representatives to 
plan the reunion weekend of 
Friday, April 27 and Saturday 
April 28. 

The first big gathering is the 
annual spring meeting and 
alumni awards ceremony at 
6:30 p.m. Friday in the faculty 
room of Low Library. 

Class agents are organizing 
special activities - dinners or 
gatherings at a classmate’s 
home; a booklet updating 
who’s where and what they’ve 
each done, or a panel 
discussion. 

B.A.N. People 

Elizabeth Atkins 
Bowman, ’91, wrote the cover 
story for the January/February 
Black Issues Book Review, 
“Black Like Who?” about 
young authors writing about 
biracial identity. Interview 
subjects included novelist 
Walter Mosley. Bowman’s 
piece also mentioned these 
seminal books about biracial 
identity: The Color of Water 
by James McBride, ’80, and 
Black, White, Other by Lise 
Funderburg, ’91. Bowman is 

author of novels Dark Secret 
and White Chocolate. 


School activities include a 
tribute to the late Prof. John 
Hohenberg at 4 p.m. Saturday. 
There will also be a buffet 
luncheon for the reunion 
classes from 12:30 to 2 p.m. 
Saturday. The luncheon is $35 
per person. Reservations must 
be made by April 18. 

Send attendance form, check 
and class photo to: 

Sasha Boak, alumni & 
development assistant 
Columbia University Graduate 
School of Journalism 
2950 Broadway MC 3807 
New York, NY 10027 

Check for schedule updates at 

www.jrn.columbia.edu 



Regionals 

Spring conferences 

NABJ Region 3 (Maryland, 
Virginia, Washington, D.C. 
and Delaware is Friday and 
Saturday, April 6-7 at Norfoll 
State University. Sessions are 
geared to these three themes: 
Publishing - “A Novel 
Approach” and “Why in Our 
Back Yards? - Reporting 
Environmental Racism. Also, 
Beyond the Basics for young 
journalists. 

Confirmed speakers include 
author Blair S. Walker, 
Reginald Lewis biographer 
(“Why Should White Guys 

Have all the Fun”) and writer 
of two Darryl Billups 
mysteries (“Up Jumped the 
Devil” and “Hidden in Plain 
View”). Early registration is 
$50 before March 10; 
after that date $65. 

Make check payable to NABJ 
Region III, 1206 Haverhill 
Road, Richmond, VA 23227. 
For information, call Bonnie 
Newman Davis, Region 3 
director, (804) 515-0781 or 
Kafi House, (757) 398-3152. 

Region 2 (NY, NJ and 
Pennsylvania) and Region 6 
(Ind., Ky., Ohio, Tenn. and W. 
Va.) meet jointly in Pittsburgh 
April 19-22. “Pursuit of 
Excellence” is the theme. 

Continued on back page 
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A must read 

“A glowing, richly 
modulated voice belting 
up from somewhere too 
many of us have either 
never been or are afraid 
to go. 

“Anybody who thinks 
blackbirds don’t sing 
needs to buy this book.” 

- Gannett News Service 

“She’s an authentic 
voice of urban America - 
an uncompromising 
champion of the 
downtrodden.” 

- DeWayne Wickham, 
BET Lead Story 

Here are book signing 
dates for “Blackbird”: 

• Louisville /Hawley-Cooke 
Booksellers (Shelbyville Road 
Plaza) Sat. Feb. 10,3 p.m. 

• Louisville /Barnes & Noble 
Booksellers (S. Hurstboume 
Pkwy.) Sat. Feb. 17,2 p.m. 

$14 August Press 

www.augustpress.net 


Half-price 

$7 


Sometimes 
You Get 
The Bear 



a novel by 

Dan Holly 

Poignant 

“A tightly woven tale of a pair 
of NYC brothers who take 
divergent paths in life to learn 
lessons about crime and drugs, 
race and opportunity.” 

- Black Issues Book Review 

Compelling 

“Dan Holly integrates the 
world of fiction and reality 
with characters that could 
easily be your next door 
neighbor... Sometimes You 
Get the Bear will get under 
your skin and into your soul.” 

- Lee Meadows, Book Beat 
radio show. 

www.augustpress.net 
[Now accepting Visa 
and Mastercard] 


Advertisers: 

The deadline to reserve space 
is the 15th of the month. 

• Eighth page $75 
(two insertions, $125); 

• quarter page $125 
(two insertions $200). 


Crowns: Portraits of Black 
Women in Church Hats 

by Michael Cunningham and 
Craig Marberry 
(Foreword by Maya Angeiou) 

Marberry, GSJ ‘85, teamed up with 
photographer Cunningham to explore 
the cultural and historical significance 
of the hats black women don each 
Sunday. Cunningham’s 50 portraits 
are breathtaking. And Marberry’s 
interviews of the women are riveting, 
ranging from poignant (“We just 
know inside that we’re queens. And 
these are the crowns we wear.”) to 
humorous (“My husband said, ‘You 
don’t need another hat. You don’t 



“Elegant photographs...Moving, often 
hilarious musings.” 

- O: The Oprah Magazine 


“Memorable essays...vivid portraits.” 
- Essence 

“Funny and poignant.” 

-New York Times 

“Fascinating.” - USA Today 

(Doubleday, $27.50) 

ISBN 0-385-50086-6 






Jobline 
& careers 

Journalists are invited to 
apply for a media fellowship - 
The African-American 
Experience in Post Civil Rights 
America - April 1-4, 2001 at 
Vanderbilt University in 
Nashville, Tenn. 

The fellowship will explore 
complex social 
issues facing African- 
Americans on a variety of 
fronts including the justice 
system, education, religion and 
in the media. The program is 
designed to engage journalists, 
Vanderbilt faculty and outside 
experts in discussions that 
will help expand your insight 
on covering issues relevant 
to an emerging generation of 
African Americans for which 
the Civil Rights movement is a 
piece of history they have 
not experienced firsthand. 

The fellowship is available to 
a limited number of journalists 
and is hosted by Vanderbilt 
University and the Council for 
Advancement and Support of 
Education (CASE). 

As host, Vanderbilt will cover 
the costs of your room and will 
provide some meals. 

The deadline for applying is 
March 5. For more 
information and to apply, 
visit 

www.vanderbilt.edu/News/ civil 
rights or contact Princine 
Lewis at (615) 343-7288 or 
princine.l.lewis@ vanderbilt.edu. 
The Freedom Forum and the 
Enterprise Foundation seek 
applicants for the 2001 
Excellence in Urban 
Journalism Award. The award 
encourages and recognizes 
quality reporting on major 
issues facing urban areas, 
particularly inner cities. Entries 
must be postmarked by May 1. 
Applications are available from 
The Enterprise Foundation, 

(ioNT(NU<2j> CYV bACJC 


People 

Continued 


Elizabeth 

Atkins 

Bowman 


Milton Ailimadi, ’92, was 

featured in the February Brill’s 
Content. The story was about 
his New York City weekly, The 
Black Star News. The paper, 
Content reported, joined forces 
with the subject of its biggest 
scoop, and ex-Morgan Stanley 
analyst turned publisher. 
Ailimadi says he hopes to 
make Black Star News “like 
the Village Voice of the 
1960s.” 



Milton Allimandi 
[CONTENT photo] 


A’Lelia Bundles, ’76, and 
her new book. On Her Own 
Ground: The Life and Times 
of Madam CJ. Walker 
(Scribner) was listed as one of 
the “Top Picks” in the Feb. 5 
issue of U.S. News & World 
Report. 
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1980 alumna Jill Nelson’s 
mother, A’Lelia Nelson, ’82, 
died Jan. 20 in New York. In 
the early 1950s she became 
president of the Walker 
Manufacturing Co. that was 
founded by the legendary 
entrepreneur Madam CJ. 
Walker. The company was 
sold in the 1980s. 

From 1969-96 A’Lelia 
Nelson was a librarian at the 
City College of New York. She 
compiled Black Spectrum: 
Bibliography of Black Studies 
Holdings in Cohen Library 
and she organized a writers’ 
festival named for Langston 
Hughes. 



Craig Marberry, ’85, 
autographed and sold 73 
copies of his new book 
Crowns at a “Hats and Jazz” 
party in Louisville, Ky., staged 
by the local chapter of 
CHUMS. CHUMS member 
Betty Winston Baye, ’80, 
helped arrange the visit. The 
organization, founded in 
Norfolk, Va. in 1946, dedicated 
toe charitable, educational and 
religious activities. Marberry’s 
next tour stops is 
Charlottesville, Va. for the 
Virginia Festival of the Book, 
Sun. March 25, 1:30 p.m. 

Black Alumni Network 

Newsletter ( 757 ) 591-2371 

WayneJ. Dawkins, editor 
Betty Winston Baye, Angela 
Chatman, Deborah S. Creighton, 
Cheryl Devall, E.R. Sfiipp, 
contributing editors 
Published monthly by Columbia 
University Journalism Alumni 
(ISSN 1040-7758) 
e-mail: WDawk69643@aol.com 
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NABJregionals 

Continued 

Keynote speakers are Roy 
Johnson, editor of Savoy 
magazine, author Derrick Bell 
and Pemessa Seal of Balm in 
Gilead. Early registration 
deadline is March 31: $50, 
students pay $25. Checks are 
payable to NABJ and send to 
PBMF, P.O. Box 40184, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15201. 

Contact: LaMont Jones. (412) 
441-9291, e-mail 
powerinhisname 
@ angelfire.com 

Region 7 (Texas, La., Okla. 
and Ark.) meet in San Antonio 
March 8-11 at the Marriott 
Northwest Hotel. 

Highlights include an Alamo 
City outing on Friday, a 
session on “The Business of 
NABJ” with President Will 
Sutton and Vice President/Pnnt 
Herbert Lowe, a 2001 
Candidates forum and sessions 
on “Race and Redistricting” 
and “How Close is too Close 
to Sources.” 

“Magnificent Region 7” as 
Director Cheryl Smith likes to 
promote it, has added 100 
members and four college 
chapters since last year’s 
regional. Contact Smith at 
(214) 376-9525 or 
penonfire@aol.com 


Special honors 

Nominations sought 

The NABJ Special Honors 
Committee seeks nominations. 
The categories are 

• Lifetime Achievement, 

• Journalist of the Year, 

• Percy Qoboza (international), 

• Community Service, 

• Chapter of the Y ear and 

• Student Chapter of the Year. 
Except for Lifetime 
Achievement, each entrant's 
contributions and deeds 
should fall within March 2000 
and February 2001. 
Nominations must be received 
by Friday, March 16. 

Send letters to NABJ Special 
Honors, 8701-A Adelphi Road, 
Adelphi, Md. 20783 or e-mail 
them to Renee Tross, staff 
liaison, at Renee@nabj.org or 
Mir a Lowe, ’88, Special 
Honors chairwoman, at 
M 77 mir a@aol.com. 

For more information, call the 
NABJ office, (301) 445-7100. 


THANK YOU, February 
new and renewing 
subscribers from 
Detroit; New York, NY 
[2] and Northern 
New Jersey . 


Jobline 

Continued 

Communications Dept., 10227 
Wincopin Circle, Suite 500, 
Columbia, MD 21044-3400. 
Or call (410) 964-1230. 
www.enterprisefoundation.org 
www.freedomforum. org 

The Daily Press in Newport 
News-Hampton, Va. (95,000 
circulation) is looking to fill 
reporting positions to cover 
the Williamsburg area, 
Smithfield, sports and 
business. Contact Sheila 
Solomon, (757) 247-4646 or 
srsolomon@dailypress.com. 

New York City-area writers 
are sought for a projected 1 
million circulation parent 
newsletter geared to parents of 
public school children. A 
graphic artist is also sought. 

Send resumes to Anthony 
Fitchue, Board of Education, 
110 Livingston St., Brooklyn, 
NY 11201. 


Video available 

The 25 year history of NABJ, a 
34-minute video by Dennis James 
Knowles, is available for screening 
by local chapters. 

E-mail Knowles at DJK@aol.com 
or call (216) 664-2883. 
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4 Columbia journalism 
alumni award winners 


NABJ 

tightens 


Four alums will receive 
Columbia University 
Journalism Alumni Awards 
April 27 in New York. 

They are: 

• Jerome Aumente, ’60, 
founding director of the 
Rutgers University Journalism 
Resources Institute; 

• Philip S. Balboni, ’71, 
president and general manager 
of New England Cable News; 

• Ralph Blumenthal, ’64, 
reporter for The New York 
Times; 

• Richard M. Smith, ’70, 


chairman and editor in chief of 
Newsweek. 

The winners were selected 
from more than 40 
nominations, said awards 
committee co-chairs Judith 
Leynse, ’62, and Edward J. 
Silberfarb, ’52. 

THE ALUMNI OFFICE is 

working with representatives 
from the classes of 1996,1991, 
1986, 1981, 1976,1971 et al to 
plan the reunion weekend of 
Friday and Saturday April 27- 
28. 


Writers seminar 
in Nashville 


Betty Winston Baye, ’80, 

editorial writer with The 
Courier-Journal in Louisville, 
Ky. and Gannett News Service 
columnist, will be keynote 
speaker at the sixth annual 
Minority Writers Seminar at 
Vanderbilt University in 
Nashville. 

Baye will speak May 19 at 
the program sponsored by the 
Nation^ Conference of 
Editorial Writers. 

Tommy Denton, editorial 
page editor of the Roanoke 
Times and president of the 
NCEW Foundation says the 
seminar is intended to 
encourage more journalists to 
join the ranks of opinion 
writers. 

Enrollment is limited to 20 
people for the May 17-20 


NCEW 

program. 

There is still time to submit 
an application if you hurry. 
The Deadline is April 5. 
Contact NCEW, 6223 
Executive Blvd., Rockville, Md 
20852. The fax number is 
(301) 231-0026. 

Send e-mail to 
ncewhqs@ erols.com 
Seminar faculty includes 
Chuck Stokes, ’78, of 
WXYZ-TV in Detroit and 
Alvin Bessent, ’82, of 
Newsday. 


belt; cuts 
its budget 

The National Association of 
Black Journalists is expected 
reduce its budget by one third 
compared to last year. 

Operating expenses will be 
cut but development, education 
and training programs for 
students and professionals 
survive cuts, President William 
W. Sutton Jr. told board 
members in a memo. 

According to the most recent 
numbers available in the 1999- 

Continued on back page 



The last NABJ Journal published 
was summer 2000. After a silent 
fall and winter, a spring edition is 
in production. 
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A must read 

“A glowing, richly 
modulated voice belting 
up from somewhere too 
many of us have either 
never been or are afraid 
to go. 

“Anybody who thinks 
blackbirds don’t sing 
needs to buy this book.” 

- Gannett News Service 

“She’s an authentic 
voice of urban America - 
an uncompromising 
champion of the 
downtrodden.” 

- DeWayne Wickham, 
BET Lead Story 

Here are book signing 
dates for “Blackbird”: 

Affrstiou\$ 

May II - Nash/'M 

$14. August Press 

www.augustpress.net 


Half-price 

$7 


Sometimes 
You Get 
The Bear 



a novel by 

Dan Holly 

Poignant 

“A tightly woven tale of a pair 
of NYC brothers who take 
divergent paths in life to learn 
lessons about crime and drugs, 
race and opportunity.” 

- Black Issues Book Review 

Compelling 

“Dan Holly integrates the 
world of fiction and reality 
with characters that could 
easily be your next door 
neighbor... Sometimes You 
Get the Bear will get under 
your skin and into your soul.” 

- Lee Meadows, Book Beat 
radio show. 

www.augustpress.net 
[Now accepting Visa 
and Mastercard] 


Advertisers: 

The deadline to reserve space 
is the 15th of the month. 

• Eighth page $75 
(two insertions, $125); 
•quarter page $125 
(two insertions $200). 


Crowns: Portraits of Black 
Women in Church Hats 

by Michael Cunningham and 
Craig Marberry 
(Foreword by Maya Angelou) 

Marberry, GSJ ‘85, teamed up with 
photographer Cunningham to explore 
the cultural and historical significance 
of the hats black women don each 
Sunday. Cunningham’s 50 portraits 
are breathtaking. And Marberry’s 
interviews of the women are riveting, 
ranging from poignant (“We just 
know inside that we’re queens. And 
these are the crowns we wear.”) to 
humorous (“My husband said, ‘You 
don’t need another hat. You don’t 
have but one head.’”) 



“Elegant photographs...Moving, often 
hilarious musings.” 

- O: The Oprah Magazine 


“Memorable essays...vivid portraits.” 

- Essence 


“Funny and poignant.” 

- New York Times 


“Fascinating.” - USA Today 

(Doubleday, $27.50) 
ISBN 0-385-50086-6 







Jobline 
& careers 

The Freedom Forum and the 
Enterprise Foundation seek 
applicants for the 2001 
Excellence in Urban 
Journalism Award. The award 
encourages and recognizes 
quality reporting on major 
issues facing urban areas, 
particularly inner cities. Entries 
must be postmarked by May 1. 
Applications are available from 
The Enterprise Foundation, 
Communications Dept., 10227 
Wincopin Circle, Suite 500, 
Columbia, MD 21044-3400. 

Or call (410) 964-1230. 

www.enterprisefoundation.org 

www.freedomfomm.org 

New York City-area writers 
are sought for a projected 1 
million circulation parent 
newsletter geared to parents of 
public school children. A 
graphic artist is also sought. 

Send resumes to Anthony 
Fitchue, Board of Education, 

110 Livingston St., Brooklyn, 
NY 11201. 


EUGENE O . 
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The Pulliam Fellowship 
awards $40,000 to an 
outstanding editorial writer to 
help broaden his or her 
journalistic horizons and 
knowledge of the world. 

The award can be used to 
cover the cost of study, 
research or travel in any field. 
In some cases, the fellowship 
results in editorials and other 
writings, including books. 

Applications must be 
postmarked by July 6 and 
sent to: 

Pulliam Editorial Fellowship 
National Journalism Center 
3909 N. Meridian St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46208-4011 


For more information contact 
Stephanie Gayle Berry, 
development director, 
sberry@spj.org or 
(317) 927-8000 ext. 213. 



The UNITY Founders 
scholarship is a $2,500 award 
for college juniors and senior 
majoring in journalism or mass 
communications. The 
application deadline is 
April 20. Visit 
www.unityjoumalists.org 


B.A.N. People 

Frank Dexter Brown, ’81, 

is an associate professor of 
journalism at Morgan State 
University in Baltimore. He is 
also creating an evironmental 
justice news service. 

Items from the Columbia J- 
Alumni JOURNAL: 

Howard Miller, ’81, of 
Louisville, Ky., is working on a 
diet and exercise book with a 
personal trainer in Phoenix. 

Fred Smith Jr., ’81, is an 
information architect for the 
San Francisco office of 
Razorfish, a global web design 
and strategy company. 

Persia Walker, ’83, has 
written two mystery novels: 
Shifting Ground and Harlem 

Black Alumni Network 

Newsletter (75 7) 591-2371 

WayneJ. Dawkins, editor 
Betty Winston Baye, Angela 
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Redux. Walker was living in 
Prague and before that Munich 
where she worked for Radio 

Free Europe. Before that she 
worked for the Associated 
Press in Arkansas, Washington 
and New York. 

Michelle Robinson, ’85, is 
a writer on the Morning News 
for WPIX-TV 11 in New York. 

Melanie Eversley, ’88, is 
Washington correspondent for 
Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution! Cox Newspapers. 

She was a Washington Bureau 
correspondent for The Detroit 
Free Press. 

Tania Padgett, ’95, is a 

business reporter with 
Newsday. She was with the 
American Banker in New 
York. 

Columbia 

Continued 

The first big gathering is the 
annual spring meeting and 
alumni awards ceremony at 
6:30 p.m. Friday in the faculty 
room of Low Library. 

Class agents are organizing 
special activities - dinners or 
gatherings at a classmate’s 
home; a booklet updating 
who’s where and what they’ve 
each done, or a panel 
discussion. 

School activities include a 
tribute to the late Prof. John 
Hohenberg at 4 p.m. Saturday. 
There will also be a buffet 
luncheon for the reunion 
classes from 12:30 to 2 p.m. 
Saturday. The luncheon is $35 
per person. 

RSVP by April 18. 

Send attendance form, 
check and class photo to: 

Sasha Boak, alumni & 
development assistant 
Columbia University Graduate 
School of Journalism 
2950 Broadway MC 3807 
New York, NY 10027 

Check for schedule updates at 

www.jrn.columbia.edu 
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Tightens belt 

Continued 

2000 annual report, the 
association budget is 
approximately $2 million. 

Treasurer Glenn Rice said 
some of the cuts include: 

• Putting more information 
online. The last NABJ Update, 
a publication focusing on 
member news, was the 
April/May 2000 issue. The last 
NABJ Journal, the quarterly 
magazine, was shortly before 
the August Convention in 
Phoenix. No fall or winter 
editions of the Journal were 
printed but a spring issue is in 
production. 

• Fewer students will receive 
complementary admission to 
the convention. Last year there 
were about 60 students; expect 
about 25 this year, said Rice. 

NABJ must tighten its belt. 

The last two conventions 
were in the Far West, away 
from its member base in the 
Northeast and South. Weaker 
attendance reduced revenues. 

The association is counting 
on strong attendance this 
August in Orlando, Fla. in 
order to boost revenues. 

Sutton said NABJ is 
budgeting for 2,800 attendees, 
more participation than 
Phoenix in 2000 (2,600 
attendees, 2,250 of them paid) 
and Seattle in 1999 (1,886 


attendees that also participated 
with Hispanic, Asian- and 
Native American journalists in 
a second Unity convention). 

Orlando attendance is 
projected to nearly match 1998 
in Washington, D.C. (2,936), 
the last NABJ convention east 
of the Mississippi. 

- Wayne Dawkins 

Regionals 

Spring conferences 

NABJ Region 3 (Maryland, 
Virginia, Washington, D.C. 
and Delaware is Friday and 
Saturday, April 6-7 at Norfolk 
State University. 

Sessions are geared to these 
three themes: Publishing - “A 
Novel Approach” and “Why 
in Our Back Yards? - 
Reporting Environmental 
Racism.” 

Also, “Beyond the Basics for 
young journalists.” 
Registration is $65 and $25 
for students. 

Make check payable to NABJ 
Region III, 1206 Haverhill 
Road, Richmond, VA 23227. 
For information, call Bonnie 
Newman Davis, Region 3 
director, (804) 515-0781 or 
Kafi House, (757) 398-3152. 

NABJ Region 2 (NY, NJ and 
Pennsylvania) and Region 6 
(Ind., Ky., Ohio, Tenn. and W. 


Black Alumni Network 

Newsletter 

108 Terrell Road, Box 6693 
Newport News, VA 23606 


Va.) meet jointly in Pittsburgh 
April 19-22. “Pursuit of 
Excellence” is the theme. 

Keynote speakers are Roy 
Johnson, editor of Savoy 
magazine, author Derrick Bell 
and Pemessa Seal of Balm in 
Gilead. Contact: LaMont 
Jones, (412) 441-9291, e-mail 
powerinhisname 
@angelfire.com 

Awards 

Entries due this month 

April 16 is the deadline for 
National Association of Black 
Journalists “Salute to 
Excellence” award entries. 

Go to www.nabj.org and under 
the link "What's New," get the 
application, rules and 
information. 

THANK YOU, March 
new and renewing 
subscribers from 
Charleston, III.; San 
Francisco, Staten Island 
and Trenton, N.J. 

MOVING?: Send a 
change-of-address or 
postcard and Black 
Alumni Network 
newsletter will be 
there with you. 
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Decline in 
jobs held by 
journalists 
of color 

By Kansas City Association 
of Black Journalists 

The number of journalists of color at daily 
newspapers fell from 11.85 percent to 11.65 
percent in the last year, the American Society of 
Newspaper Editors reported in April at its 
Washington, D.C. convention. 

The percentage has dropped for the first time 
since ASNE began tracking daily newsroom 
staffing levels 23 years ago. 

The National Association of Black Journalists 
in an April 3 statement said the association “Is 
particularly disheartened to hear that the number 
of African-American journalists has declined 
from 5.31 percent in 2000 to 5.23 (percent) in 
2001. 

“We are going in the wrong direction,” said 
association President William W. Sutton Jr. 
“Our nation is becoming increasingly diverse 

and our nation’s newspapers are becoming less 
diverse. Is that any way to represent our 
communities in an accurate, balanced and fair 
way? I simply don’t understand why so many 
top editors are so willing to mouth the right 
words but go into their office and do the same 


things. If this were an advertising or circulation 
or general revenue problem, I’m sure more 
people would be paying attention and there 
would be more positive results.” 

The drop occurred despite the newspaper 
industry’s rhetoric to have the percentage of 
minority journalists equal the percentage of 
minorities in population. That goal was set in 
1978 to be at parity with the U.S. population 
by the year 2000. 

In 1978, the percentage of journalists of color 
was 3.95 percent and the general minority 
population was 18 percent. 

Minority newsroom employment rose to 5.27 

Continued on back page 

Alumna launches arts 
and culture web site 

SeeingBlack.com, a funky, alternative web site 
for black critical voices, launched in April. 

The site is edited by Esther Iverem, J-’83, 
formerly a culture writer for The Washington 
Post and New York Newsday. For the past year, 
she has served as the film and visual arts critic 
for BET.com. 

Iverem said, "Black people, here in the U.S. 
and abroad, need a place for free thought, 
discussion and voice. We need a place to have a 
critical voice about our own culture and lives. 
Corporate media, by and large, does not provide 
that. The Internet is a free territory of sorts for 
Those of us whose voices have been 
marginalized." 

Included in the launch lineup is an 

Continued on next page 
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A must read 

“A glowing, richly modulated voice 
belting up from somewhere too many 
of us have either never been or are 
afraid to go. Anybody who thinks 
blackbirds don’t sing needs to buy 
this book.” - Gannett News Service 

“She’s an authentic voice of urban 
America - an uncompromising 
champion of the downtrodden.” 

- DeWayne Wickham, BET Lead Story 

$14. August Press 

www.augustpress.net 


Web site 

Continued 

examination of the life of artist and activist Paul 
Robeson, as well as commentary on BET and 
the New York Times’ race coverage. 

The genius of Louis Armstrong is highlighted 
during this, the centennial of his birth, and the 
work of August Wilson is reviewed as "King 
Hedley II" prepares to open in New York. 

Film coverage includes reviews of Black 
Hollywood fare, as well as a look at the 
independent vision of filmmaker Haile Gerima 
and commentary on the white-out at this year’s 
Oscars. 

The site offers sections on news, film , 
television, music, theater and dance, literature, 
sports, spirituality, visual arts, the diaspora, 
family and youth. Important to 
SeeingBlack.com are listings for arts and events 

around the country, and links to other sites. 

Write to Seeing Black Inc., P.O. Box 60924, 
Washington, D.C.20039-0924. Send e-mail to 
iverem@seeingblack.com. 

Boston ABJ Digital 

The Boston Association of Black Journalists 
has announced the launch of its redesigned 
web site: www.babj.org. 

The revamped site is now called BABJ Digital. 
The site carries links to timely information and 
tools for journalists and a members only section 
where we'll be hosting an online chapter meeting 
in the future. 

Babj.org was redesigned by Michelle 
Johnson, J-’82, a free-lancer who currently 
writes about personal technology for her 
former employer, The Boston Globe. 

Johnson is also coordinator for the 
NABJ Student Online Project. 



Jobline 
& careers 

New York City-area writers are sought for a 
projected 1 million circulation parent newsletter 
geared to parents of public school children. A 
graphic artist is also sought. Send resumes to 
Anthony Fitchue, Board of Education, 110 
Livingston St., Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

The Pulliam Fellowship awards $40,000 to an 
outstanding editorial writer to help broaden his 
or her journalistic horizons and knowledge of 
the world. The award can be used to cover the 
cost of study, research or travel in any field. In 
some cases, the fellowship results in editorials 
and other writings, including books. 

Applications must be postmarked 
by July 6 and sent to: 

Pulliam Editorial Fellowship 
National Journalism Center 
3909 N. Meridian St. 

Indianapolis, IN 46208-4011 
For more information contact 
Stephanie Gayle Berry, development director, 
sberry@spj.org or (317) 927-8000 ext. 213. 

The Daily Press in Newport News-Hampton, 
Va. (95,000 circulation) is looking for a 
suburban editor. Contact Sheila Solomon, 
(757) 247-4646 or srsolomon@dailypress.com. 

Smaller this month 

Because of an increase in printing costs we 
reduced the newsletter to a four-page 7- by 
8.5-inch edition. 
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B.A.N. People 

The book Crowns by Craig Marberry, ’85, 
debuted on the Essence bestsellers list at the 
No. 1 number one position in the hardcover 
nonfiction category, according to the April 
issue. Respondents are African American 
bookstores. Here are the top five books. 
Hardcover Nonfiction: 

1. Crowns (Doubleday) 

2. Until Today!, Iyanla Vanzant 

3. Angel on My Shoulder, Natalie Cole 

4. Maximize the Moment, T.D. Jakes 

5. The Debt, Randall Robinson 

Also, Publishers Weekly reported March 12 
that there will be a 2002 Crowns calendar, to be 
published by Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill 
in September. 

Len Hollie, ’89, a journalism professor at 
Long Island University, was among the panel of 
advisors for the 2000 George Polk Awards for 
special achievement in journalism. 

Sabrina Jones,’96, is now a business reporter 
at The Washington Post. She was a reporter 
with The News & Observer in Raleigh, N.C. 
Elizabeth Atkins Bowman,’91, told us that 
her novel Dark Secre t spent five weeks on the 
Detroit Free Press 
bestseller list last 
summer; it came 
out in paperback in 
February. She is a 
part-time news writer | 
at Fox 2 News in 
Detroit. Bowman 
says she is working 

on her third novel. _ 

Dele 01ojede,’88, was named foreign editor 
at Newsday in Long Island, N.Y. He is 
responsible for staff covering Asia, Africa, Latin 
America, the United Nations, the Middle East 
and Eastern Europe. Olojede previously served 
as Asia bureau chief and Africa bureau chief. 

THANK YOU, April new and renewing 
subscribers from Cleveland Heights, 
OH; Silver Spring, MD and New York, 

NY. 
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ASNE 

Continued 

percent in 1981, climbed to 8.72 percent in 1991 
and inched into double digits in 1993, reaching 
10.25 percent. It hit 11.02 in 1996. 

But a distressing trend surfaced last year when 
the percentage of black journalists for the first 
time declined last year to mid-1990s levels. 

That downward direction continued again this 
year for African-Americans as well as with other 
journalists of color. 

Black journalists comprise the largest number 
of minorities in newsroom jobs. They hold 
2,951 positions compared with 2,064 for 
Hispanics, 1,299 for Asian Americans and 249 
for native Americans. 

New U.S. Census data show that Americans 
of color have grown to 30 percent while the 
percentage in newsrooms has gone backward. 

ASNE last year revised its parity goal to 2025. 


Also in ASNE report 

• The percentage of newspapers with no 
journalists of color increased, from 39 
percent to 44 percent 

• The decline in minority journalists was 
linked to retention. ASNE reported that 
editors hired nearly 600 journalists of 
color in 2000. However at the year’s end, 
698 minorities quit newsroom jobs. 

Major losses occurred at newspapers of 
5,000 to 50,000 circulation. 

• Minorities account for 9 percent of 
newsroom supervisors. Women also 
represented 34 percent of newsroom 
supervisors. 

To see the 22 page NABJ response 
to the ASNE survey, visit 

www.nabj.org/VOICESOFANGER.htm 
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Cult classic 

The Quality 
Paperback Book 
Club announced 
publication of a 
companion volume 
of works by Jewelle 
Gomez, ’73. The 
cult classic novel. 

The Gilda Stories, 
and her play Bones 
and Ash, are part of 
their new online book 
club feature Tri¬ 
angle Classics. 

The Gilda Stories 
was the winner of 
two Lambda Literary 
Awards in 1991. 

QPB Triangle Clas¬ 
sics can be found 
at insightout.com. 

J-school homecoming 

By Wayne Dawkins 

NEW YORK - The spring Columbia 
University Journalism Alumni meeting in late 
April was possibly the largest gathering since 
the 75th anniversary of the J-school in 1987. 
Dean Tom Goldstein said this to homecoming 
graduates that packed in the faculty room of 
Low Memorial Library. 

About 250 people filled the room to witness 
the four distinguished alumni awards that were 
presented to Jerome Aumente, ’60, Philip S. 
Balboni, ’71, Ralph Blumenthal,’64 and 
Richard M. Smith. ’70. 

Continued on page 2 



Orlando convention ’01 


The 26th annual gathering is Wednesday, 
Aug. 22 through Sunday, Aug. 26 at the Walt 
Disney World Dolphin Hotel in Florida. 




The convention J 
offers 56 work¬ 
shops in nine 

career tracks: _ 

Print; broadcast; www.nabj.org 

new media; management; young journalists; 
special interests; hot topics; career develop¬ 
ment and ownership. 

There will be five Super Workshops 
sponsored by The Washington Post Co.; 


Continued on back page 










A must read 

“A glowing, richly modulated voice 
belting up from somewhere too many 
of us have either never been or are 
afraid to go. Anybody who thinks 
blackbirds don’t sing needs to buy 
this book.” - Gannett News Service 

“She’s an authentic voice of urban 
America - an uncompromising 
champion of the downtrodden.” 

- DeWayne Wickham, BET Lead Story 
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Homecoming 

Continued 

Friday night and Saturday, the classes of 1996, 
1981,1976,1971, 1966 and 1951 held reunion 
dinners or gatherings around Manhattan. 

A number of alumni came in from out of 
town. A handful compared notes of their travels. 
At least three people drove from Kentucky, 
Maryland and Virginia and parked their cars 
somewhere in New Jersey and took public 
transit to New York. A 1991 graduate traveled 
from Israel to make his reunion. 

J-school tour 

Goldstein told us that the J-school building 
is in much better shape and has been 
substantially remodeled. 

A tour led by a 2001 graduate showed that 
the insides of the school are radically different 
places compared to the school I attended two 
decades ago. The last time I peaked inside 
classrooms, students used manual typewriters. 

What was inside 

Rooms have been reconfigured to create 
five labs with 20 PCs, all for writing. The 
rooms are open 24 hours daily. The computers 
have Internet access and students can receive 
Associated Press bulletins. 

The tour guide noted that during school, 
it is difficult to get a computer on Thursdays 
because the Columbia News Service, Bronx 
Beat Newspaper and magazine class are 
competing for the machines. 

The radio workshop consisted of audio 
stations equipped with Mac computers and 
microphones. Students used a software 
program called “Pro tools” to do their 
assignments. 

Smaller this month 

Because of an increase in printing costs we reduced 
the newsletter to a four-page 7- by 8.5-inch edition. 
We want to return to the larger format soon. 
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B.A.N. People 

Sheryl Huggins, ’91, is a free-lance editor 
at FSB.com, (Fortune Small Business). 
Huggins developed the site’s online guide. 
Check it out at: 

http: //fsb. netscape, com/netbusi ness/resource_guide 

... Janet McDon¬ 
ald, ’84, wrote an 
article for the Paris 
Voice on painter 
Gwen Wock. Paris 
Voice is the magazine 
for English speaking Parisians 
[http://parisvoice.com]. 

... Check out FT.Com 
(Financial Times) 

“Time Off’ Arts & 

Leisure web pages 
edited by Donnette Dunbar, ‘88. 

Go to http://timeoff.ft.com 
...Temple University journalism professor 
Karen Turner, ‘85, moved from Ewing, NJ 
to Westampton, NJ in May.... Lila Mills, 

’00, is a reporter at the Cleveland Plain Dealer. 
... Purvette Bryant, ’90 has been an Orlando 
Sentinel staff writer for the last eight years. 
Before that she wrote for the Houston 
Chronicle. At the Daily Press (Tribune Co., 
95,000 circulation) in Hampton Roads, Va., 
the religion writer wrote a front-page 
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Mother’s Day feature largely based on 
Craig Marberry’s, ’85, bestseller Crowns: 



Portraits of Black Women in Church Hats 
(Doubleday).... "SHIELD," an exhibition of 
glass and paper sculpture, objects, and jewelry 
by Akua Lezli Hope, 

’77, opened last month 
and run through June 
30 at the Miles Aduwaa 
Gallery in Chicago. 

Hope said "Shield 
speaks to the need to 
protect, defend, preserve. 

The objects all function 
as Shields either by 
action or by invocation. 

They work physically or metaphysically as 
shields." Call (773) 285-3660 or send 
e-mail to milesaduwaa@aol.com. 

THANK YOU, May new and renewing 
subscribers from Washington, D.C., 
Newport News, Va. and Long Island, N.Y. 
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Bloomberg News; Pew Center for Civic 
Journalism and NBC. 

There will be a Town Hall forum hosted 
by UNITY Journalists of Color, the W.E.B. 
DuBois debate and the Literary Cafe. 

This is an election year. Chose the leaders 
of the first board of the 21st century. 

Registration by July 1 is $250 for full 
members, $275 for associate members and 
$175 for students. All registrations after 
July 1 must be done on site. 

HOTEL: The special rate deadline is 
July 20. Use this convention code: NABJ 
Convention. Call (407) 934-4000, 

(800) 227-1500 or (407) 934-3372. 

AIRLINES: Official NABJ convention 
airlines are United Airlines (800) 521-4041 
(ID No. 529XF) and U.S. Airways 
(877) 874-7687 (Gold File No. 29261942). 

Election 

To vote on site, members must be in good 
standing on or before July 20. In order to 
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vote by mail-in ballot, members must have 
been in good standing as of May 31. 
Candidates for national office are: 

• President: Condace Pressley, Ga., and 
Herb Lowe, N.Y. 

• Vice president/Broadcast: 

Mike Woolfolk, S.C. 

• Vice president/Print: Bryan Monroe, Calif., 
and Robin Washington, Mass. 

• Secretary: Gregory Lee, D.C. 

• Treasurer: Glenn Rice. Mo. 

• Parliamentarian: Sharyn Flanagan, Va. 

• Associate Rep: Meta Meriday, N.Y. and 
Lisa Hebert, La. 

• Student Rep: Carmelia Trahan, La. and 
Tiffany Black, N.C. 

MOVING?: Send a 
change-of-address or 
postcard 

To Subscribe: 

One Year, $20 (12 issues) 

Two years, $38 (24 issues) 
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Will Sutton looks back, forward 


By Dan Holly 

National Association of Black 
Journalists President Will Sutton 
will leave office having made less 
progress in making the organization 
more efficient, more in touch and 
better attuned to changing times 
than he had hoped. 



But he is happy with his success 
in ramping up training 
opportunities, issuing a "wake up 
call" to the industry about the 
declining number of black 
journalists and getting NABJ leaders 
to at least start thinking seriously 
about what fundamental changes 
the group must make. 

In a wide-ranging interview with 
the Black Alumni Network 
Newsletter a month before his two- 
year term ends, the 46-year-old 
deputy managing editor of the 
News & Observer in Raleigh, N.C., 


acknowledged there was some 
validity in assessments that he did 
not get the NABJ board of directors 
to completely support his vision 
for the organization. 

"I’m pleased with a number of 
things that have been done and a 
number of things in the works," he 
said, "but you always feel that you 
need to do more...I think it's true 
that some people chose not to work 
with me, but as to why, I think it's 
a two-way street." 

Sutton took the reins of the 26- 
year-old organization as somewhat 
of an outsider, despite his long 
involvement with the group. 
Although he had served on NABJ's 
board for five years, he was not on 
the board at the time he ran and made 
it clear he sought more influence and 
visibility for journalists outside of 
the Northeastern corridor, big market 
journalism outlets that have 
traditionally played the most 
powerful role in running the group. 

Two board members who have 
thought much about directions for 
NABJ - Vice President/Print Herbert 
Lowe and Vice President/Broadcast 
Conduce Pressley, both of whom are 
running for president - agree that the 
inability to unify the board behind 
him has hampered Sutton. 

Continued on next page 
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Back on radio 

Last month Cheryl Devall, 
’82, became features editor at 
“Marketplace,” a daily public 
radio program originating from 
Los Angeles. From 1999 until 
this spring, Devall was Los 
Angeles correspondent for the 
San Jose Mercury News. 
Before that she was a longtime 
correspondent for National 
Public Radio in Chicago, Los 
Angeles and South Florida. 

Devall called the change “A 
move that'll stretch my radio 
skills, get me back into an 
office with people and give me 
my nights and weekends back."' 

Robert David Addams, 

’80, is involved with the project 
“Your Voice, Your Vote 
Counts,” a voter registration 
program targeting teen-agers. 

Continued on page 3 








Sutton and NABI 

Continued 

"Arthur and Vanessa had people 
on the board who had served with 
them and who were very motivated 
to help them succeed," said Lowe, 
referring to past presidents Arthur 
Fennell and Vanessa Williams. 
"Will didn't have that." 

Said Pressley: "I would have done 
more team-building with the board. 
I'm concerned that there wasn't 


significant buy-in to his agenda and 
his vision, which is why he didn't 
accomplish as much as he would 



Herbert Lowe and Condace 
Pressley. Board members and 
candidates to succeed Sutton. 



have liked." 

Sutton acknowledges that he could 
have communicated more with 
NABJ leaders but said he often chose 
to spend time talking with other 
members. "I didn't want the same 
10 or 15 or 25 or 50 people deciding 

ContinilPH nn haelc nano 


the future of NABJ," he said. 

Still, board members say Sutton 
has accomplished much during his 
term, including improving NABJ's 
Web site (nabj.org), upgraded to a 
snazzy, information-packed site after 
Sutton took office; taking full 
advantage of the group's 25th 
anniversary last year, an event that 
was marked by a gala celebration in 
Philadelphia and a 44-page 
commemorative book; and the 
journalism "boot camp" at 
Hampton University conducted 
earlier this year. 

Asked to list some of the 
initiatives he is most proud of, 

Sutton pointed to: 

• The "Voices of Anger, Cries of 
Concern" report released in April 
after reports that minorities were 

Temple University 

Temple University's Depart¬ 
ment of Journalism, Public 
Relations and Advertising 
invites applications for one full¬ 
time position for the 2001-02 
academic year. This Dean's 
appointment is subject to annual 
review. With 1 7 full-time 
faculty members, Temple's 
JPRA department enrolls over 
700 undergraduates in adver¬ 
tising, broadcast journalism, 
magazine, multi-media, news- 
editorial, photography and public 
relations. An additional 100 
students are in the professional 
Master of Journalism program. 

The new faculty member will 
be expected to teach department 
core courses primarily on the 
suburban Temple Ambler campus 
and s/he will be required to 
meet department advising and 
service responsibilities. 

The courses include: 
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leaving journalism faster than they 
were coming in. The 22-page report, 
a detailed and heartfelt litany of the 
problems African-American 
journalists face, "is getting a lot of 
attention for black journalists and 
our cause," Sutton said. 

• Beefed up training and education 
programs such as those at Hampton 
- Sutton's alma mater - which are 
funded by a $300,000 grant from 
Scripps-Howard announced last 
August. 

• Improved relationships with some 
segments of journalism that NABJ 
had had rocky relationships in the 
past, such as the black press and 
the National Newspaper Publishers 
Association. 

Continued on backpage 

Introduction to mass communi¬ 
cations; writing and editing for 
print (magazine and news- 
editorial), broadcast, public 
relations and/or advertising; 
and related courses such as 
communication history and 
communication law and ethics. 

Ph.D. or ABD preferred; mas¬ 
ter's degree required. Appli¬ 
cants should have professional 
media experience and demon¬ 
strated teaching proficiency. 

Send letter, vitae and at least 
three references (with addres¬ 
ses and phone numbers) to JPRA 
Search Committee, JPRA 
department, Temple University, 
2020 N. 13th St., Philadelphia, 
PA 19122-6080. Review of 
credentials will begin immedi¬ 
ately and continue until the 
position is filled. As an AA/EOE 
employer dedicated to diversity 
Temple encourages applications | 
from women, persons of color 
and other minorities. 






B.A.N. People 

In connection with this 
promotion, The New York 
Urban League's Your Voice, 
Your Vote Counts web page is 
featured on the bottom, right 
hand comer of 
www.wnbc.com's home page. 

Lise Chandler White, ’80, 
was honored in Dallas June 2 
for paving the way for present 
and future journalists in the 
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A must read 

“A glowing, richly modulated 
voice belting up from some¬ 
where too many of us have 
either never been or are afraid 
to go. Anybody who thinks 
blackbirds don’t sing needs 
to buy this book.” 

- Gannett News Service 

“She’s an authentic voice of 
urban America - an uncom¬ 
promising champion of the 
downtrodden.” 

- DeWayne Wickham, 

BET Lead Story 

$14. August Press 

www.augustpress.net 

Betty Winston Baye will 
read and sign copies of 
Blackbird at the Literary 
Cafe at NABJ in Orlando. 


Dallas-Fort Worth area at the 
20th Anniversary Dallas-Fort 
Worth Association of Black 
Communicators Scholarship 
Banquet. White co-founded the 
organization in 1981 when she 
was a reporter with the Dallas 
Times-Herald. White lives in 
Virginia Beach, Va. 

NABJ in 
Orlando 

The 26th annual gathering is 
Wednesday, Aug. 22 through 

Sunday, Aug. 26 at the Walt Disney 
World Dolphin Hotel in Florida. 

The convention offers 56 
workshops in nine career tracks: 
Print; broadcast; new media; 
management; young journalists; 
special interests; hot topics; career 
development and ownership. 

There will be five Super 
Workshops sponsored by The 
Washington Post Co.; Bloomberg 
News; Pew Center for Civic 
Journalism and NBC. 

There will be a Town Hall 
forum hosted by UNITY Journalists 
of Color, the W.E.B. DuBois 
debate and the Literary Cafe. 


Black Alumni Network 

Newsletter (757)591-2371 
Wayne J. Dawkins, editor 
Betty Winston Baye, Angela 
Chatman, Deborah Creighton, 
Cheryl Devall, E.R. Shipp, 
contributing editors 
Published monthly by Columbia 
University Journalism Alumni 
(ISSN 1040-7758) 
e-mail; wdawk69643@aol.com 


July 2001, page 3 

Registration by July 1 is $250 
for full members, $275 for associate 
members and $175 for students. All 
registrations after July 1 must be 
done on site. 

HOTEL: The special rate deadline 
is July 20. Use this convention 
code: NABJ Convention. Call (407) 
934-4000, (800) 227-1500 or (407) 
934-3372. AIRLINES: Official 
NABJ convention airlines are United 
Airlines (800) 521-4041 (ID No. 
529XF) and U.S. Airways 
(877) 874-7687 (Gold File No. 
29261942). 

NABJ election 

Candidates for national office are: 

• President: Condace Pressley, Ga, 
and Herb Lowe, N. Y. 

• Vice president/Broadcast: 

Mike Woolfolk, S.C. 

Continued qackpacc 

Budget update 


Balance before 

January 2001 $318 

Revenues, 

Dec. 16, 2000 to 

June 15, 2001 844 

Subtotal 1,162 

Expenses, printing 
and postage, January 
to June 2001 1,106 

Balance before 

July issue $ 56 


THANK YOU, June new 
and renewing subscribers 
from Boston, New York City 
(2), Kalamazoo, Mich.; 
Baltimore and Raleigh, N.C. 






Sutton and NABI 

Continued 

• Putting the group's future at the 
top of its agenda and "getting people 
to say, 'We have some things we 
need to change as an organization.'" 

But Sutton believes NABJ is at a 
crossroads and regrets not having 
been able to bring about some 
fundamental changes he thinks are 
needed. He and other NABJ leaders 
see several factors combining to 
squeeze the group financially, 
among them: holding the last two 
conventions out West, in Seattle 
and Phoenix, hurt revenues; with 
a tight economy, support from 
newspapers and broadcast outlets is 
becoming less certain; there is a 
movement among members to 
refuse donations from some 
groups due to ethical concerns. 

He has pushed for a different role 
for regional conferences; rather than 
smaller versions of the national 
convention, he wants more focused 
and targeted events, perhaps each 


focusing on training in different 
skills. For the national, Sutton 
wants serious discussion about 
whether it should be limited to a 
certain number of large cities 
where it would be more likely to 
be economically successful. 

He also wants to open discussion 
about reducing the size of the 19- 
member board of directors, and he 
wants more long-term planning of 
events. 

But Sutton believes he has at 
least gotten the ball rolling on 
some changes, and says some he 
has effected have yet to be felt. For 
instance, at the 2003 convention in 
Dallas, Sutton hopes to form an 
agreement with a historically black 
college to house convention-goers, 
giving younger and smaller-market 
journalists an alternative to an 
expensive hotel. 

Both Pressley and Lowe agree 
NABJ faces major challenges and 
say they are prepared to push for 
fundamental changes. But Lowe 
agrees Sutton has laid the 


groundwork for many reforms and 
the impact of his term can't yet be 
fully evaluated. 

"A think a lot of things are going 
to come to pass, or we'll see if they 
come to pass," Lowe said, "so your 
story will have to be updated." 
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Sign up for J- school breakfast in Fla. 


The Black Alumni Network 
breakfast at the NABJ 26th 
Annual Convention and Career 
Fair in Orlando, Fla. is 8 a.m., 
Saturday, Aug. 25 in the 
Coral Cafe at the Walt Disney 
World Dolphin Hotel. 

The informal breakfast has 

Literary 

Come see and hear 
Betty Winston Baye, ’80, 
author of “Blackbird,” 
read at the annual Literary 
Cafe at NABJ, 10 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 23. 

Baye will join a stellar 
lineup of best-selling 
African-American authors. 

They will read and sign 
copies of their books in 
an atmosphere remi¬ 
niscent of the cafes of the 
Harlem Renaissance. 

The theme this year is 
‘The African American 
Best Sellers List, from 
Soup to Nuts.” 



been a tradition for about a 
dozen years giving Columbia 
Journalism Alumni a chance 
to meet and update where 
they’ve been and what 
they’re doing. 

Recent graduates get to meet 
many veterans. At least two 


Other opportunities to 
meet authors are the Meet 
and Greet, 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, Aug. 24 and at 
the Independent 
Publishing workshop 9 
to 10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 25. 


Class of 2000 graduates 
attended last year’s breakfast 
in Phoenix. 

Often, school officials who 
are recruiting at the convention 
participate. Last year Kathy 
Palagonia of the Admissions 
: Office briefed us on student 
[ aid and tuition for the 2000-01 
academic year. 

Alumni representatives will 
give an update on the Black 
Alumni Network scholarship. 
We are in the fourth year of 
raising $25,000 for an 
endowed scholarship to assist 
students. Last summer about 
| $4,000 of the total had been 
; raised through alumni gifts. 

I There will also be an update 
’ on the production of the 
monthly newsletter, the 
instrument that keeps us 
linked. 

To RSVP, call (800) 268- 
; 4338 or send e-mail to Angela 
Chatman, J-77, at 
AngChat51@aol.com. 


The Coral Cafe is on the first 
floor of the Dolphin Hotel. 
The hotel has 17 restaurants, 
but only few offer breakfast. 
You are responsible for 
covering your breakfast costs. 









Convention news 

About 1,600 people were 
preregistered as of July 20 and 
on sight registration should 
push attendance in Orlando 
well over 2,000. 

For weeks NABJ folks have 
J been swapping bargain airfare 
I tips on the Internet, 
i Here are programming 
updates announced by 
convention chairwoman 
Conduce Pressley: 

Warner Brothers Recording 
1 Artist Eric Benet will perform 
s at the Orlando Chapter fund- 
; raising event on Saturday, Aug. 
25 at Walt Disney World's I 
Pleasure Island. NABJ 
Convention attendees will have 
exclusive access to the show 
as well as to other clubs on 
Pleasure Island. Tickets are 
$ 10. Read more about the 
Eric Benet at 

http://www.wbr.com/ericbenet/ 

Activist, Humanitarian, and 
Entertainer Harry Belafonte 
will deliver the W.E. B. 

DuBois Lecture on Friday, 

Aug. 24. Belafonte has 
dedicated his life to 
j humanitarian and civil rights 
j causes, working with President 
1 John F. Kennedy, Dr. Martin 
: Luther King Jr., and Nelson 
j Mandela. Belafonte believes 
that his work for human rights 
and his artistic pursuits give 

; him the basis for a most 
productive and balanced life. 


As NABJ examines 
journalism, the passion, power, 
and purpose, Belafonte’s will 
focus on how he has used his 
celebrity to make a difference, 

, and how journalists can or 
should do the same. 

Howard University alum 
Ananda Lewis will host the 
NABJ Newsmaker Banquet 

on Friday, Aug. 24. Lewis 
began her career at BET, co~ 
j hosting the weekly youth 
| orientated 'Teen Summit." She 
1 then became a regular at MTV. 
She’s been dubbed the "Young 
Oprah," and will get a chance ° 
to show why this fall when 
she launches her own 
syndicated talk program. 

Plenary Sessions: 

Surviving Mergers, 
Acquisitions, and a Slowing 
Economy, For many 
journalists today, logging on 
to the message "you've got 
mail" too often is leading to 
the message "you've been 
merged, consolidated, or fired.'* 
This session will examine the 
economy's impact on 
journalism and discuss how 
journalists can survive and 
thrive during tough economic 
times. 

Continued on back page 
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People 

A'Lelia Bundles, ’76, has 
returned to ABC News as 
executive director. Talent 
Development, splitting her time 
between Washington (where 
she lives) and New York. 

Her national best-selling 
biography. On Her Own 
Ground: The Life and Times 
of Madam C. J. Walker 
(Scribner), was featured on 
CBS Sunday Morning and 
NPR's Fresh Air shortly after 
its February release. 

Currently on the Essence and 
Blackboard Bestsellers lists. 



the book is also a New York 
Times Book Review's summer 
reading recommendation and 
was chosen as the Go On Girl! 
Book Club's August 2001 
selection. 

Bundles’ two-part series on 
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•Alex Haley and the 25th 
anniversary of Roots will 
appear in the July/August and 
September/October issues of 
Black Issues Book Review. 

July marked Andrea 
Payne’s 5th year of being 
self-employed. The ’81 
alumna’s Brooklyn, N.Y.- 
based business is called The 
Write Stuff! She provides 
writing services to mostly 
non-profit organizations. 

Payne also writes brochures, 
newsletters, grant proposals, 
position papers and annual 
reports. For one year recently, 
she was the senior editor 
(consulting) at Today's Child, 
a black parenting magazine. 

In 1996, Payne created a 
training program called 

IWOSAN, a Yoruba word 
meaning spiritual healing. It 
looks at how slavery is still 
impacting people of African 
descent and seeks to give them 
tools to make a difference in 
their lives. 

Spotted at the Harlem Book 
Fair My 21: A’Lelia Bundles, 
’76, browsing; Andrea Payne, 
’81 and Manny Norat ’80, 
assisting Wayne Dawkins ’80 
at his August Press table; Rita 
Thompson, ’80, producer for 
“Oprah”, Zach Dowdy, ’92, 
of Newsday; Marquita Pool, 
’69, of CBS News; Craig 
Marberry, ’85, was signing 
copies of “Crowns” from the 
Doubleday booth. And we 


caught up with Sharon 
Fitzgerald, who attended the 
school in 1979-80 and is a 
Manhattan-based free-lance 
writer. 

A Q&A with Dan Holly, ’85, 
author of “Sometimes You 
Get the Bear” (August Press) 
will be in the premiere issue 
of UP&COMING Magazine. 
Read an excerpt of the 
interview at 

www. upandcomi ngmagazine.cotn 


order to read the stories or 
respond to the message 
boards. 

Audiences wake up seeing 
some of Delores Edwards’ 
’00, handiwork. As a Segment 
Producer for “Good Day New 
York” on the Fox5 affiliate, 
Edwards helps bring the 
morning news program alive 
with her lifestyle and feature 


| f'W&COimG 

mm fiction 

www.upanclcomingmagazinc.com 


SEEINGBLACK.COM: 

The Funky, Alternative Site 
for Black Reviews, Opinion 
and Voice, is edited by Esther 
Iverein, ’83. The site sent out 
its first electronic newsletter 
on My 16. The Internet 
address is 

www.SeeingBlack.com. in 
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segments. Edwards has also 
worked on national programs 
for PBS, A&E and ABC 
NEWS including "Nightline” 
and several ABC NEWS 
children’s specials involving 
former Attorney General Janet 
Reno and President Bill 
Clinton. 

Edwards is also working on 
jump starting a free-lance 
writing career. She is also 
writing and developing 
proposals for feature-length 
documentaries. 


THANK YOU, July new 
and renewing subscribers 
from Brooklyn, NY; 

Catonville, MD; Madison, NJ; l 
Vienna, VA and New York, NY. 





Convention news 

Continued 

Benefits of a Free Press: 
Africa's New Frontier - will 
feature a discussion 
on Friday afternoon with 
Adam Clayton Powell III, vice 
president/ technology 
and programs. The Freedom 
Forum; N.K. Biwott, minister 
for tourism, trade and industry, 
Kenya; Joe Khamisi managing 
director, Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation; and Ezekiel 
Mutua, chairman, Kenya 
Union of Journalists. 

On Saturday, the Sports 
Task Force Plenary will tackle 
the topic, Athletes and Money: 
Does the power the 
accumulated with their wealth 
hinder the way the professional 
leagues do business? Does 


their economic power mean the 
athletes are running the league? 
David Aldridge of ESPN will 
moderate. Panelists will 
include: Kobe Bryant, Los 
Angeles Lakers; Garry D. 
Howard, assistant managing 
editor/sports, Milwaukee 
Journal-Sentinel; Julius Erving, 
vice president, Orlando Magic; 
John Thompson, Basketball 
Hall of Fame, former 
l Georgetown University head 
coach and Michael Wilbon, 

; Washington Post sports 
columnist. 

Tramaine Hawkins will 
, headline this year's gospel 
" brunch; NABJ jams with 
syndicated radio host Tom 
Joyner on Pleasure Island. 

Registration details are on the 
web at www.nabj.org. 
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A must read 

"A glowing, richly modulated 
voice belting up from some¬ 
where too many of us have j 

either never been or are afraid 
to go. Anybody who thinks 
blackbirds don’t sing needs 
to buy this book.” 

- Garnett News Service j 

“She’s an authentic voice of i 
urban America - an uncom¬ 
promising champion of the 
downtrodden.” 

- DeWayne Wickham, 

BET Lead Story 

$14. August Press 

www.augustpress.net 
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PHOTOS BY TASIN SABIR7 MONITOR J 


Faces from the conven¬ 
tion. Clockwise from top 
left: Will Sutton at the 
board meeting; Condace 
Pressley; Angelo Hender¬ 
son and Robin Washing¬ 
ton huddle; Glenn Rice. 


Smaller J- Class for ’02 


1 out of 4 students of color at Columbia 


By Angela Chatman 

Twenty J-School graduates 
attended this year's Black Alumni 
Network/NABJ Breakfast, including 
2001 graduates Shelley Fortune, 
Brandis Griffith and Janell Ross. 

The alumni met with Robert 
McDonald, director of Admissions 
and Financial Aid for Columbia 
University Graduate School of 
Journalism, Melanie Huff and Arlene 
Morgan, director of Workshops on 
Journalism, Race, Ethnicity. 

McDonald reported that the Class 
of 2002 has 208 members, down 
from 228 in the Class of 2001. 

Dean Tom Goldstein and the 
faculty wanted to bring the size of 
the class back down, explained 
McDonald. He also noted that the 
school now has 100 part-time 
students. 

The Class of 2002 is about 25 
percent minority. African- 


Americans account for 11 percent 
of the class, Asians 10.5 percent 
and Hispanics 4 percent. 

Two thirds of the students are 


Journalists caught 
in a trap: Page 2 


women. Thirty students are 
international. 

The majority of the students in 
this year's class have a concentration 
in print. Thirty-seven percent are 
concentrating in newspapers and 35 
percent in magazines. 

Twenty-five percent are 
concentrating in broadcast and 3 
percent in New Media 
The average age of the class is 
26.5 years, with the youngest 
student being 21 and the oldest 53. 

Continued on page 2 
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Roadto 
recovery? 

Oversight committee 
approved to advise 
board after deficit, 
stock market losses 

By Keith Rushing 

At the annual NABJ convention 
business meeting, members 
overwhelmingly approved the 
establishment of a financial 
oversight committee to help the 
organization deal with its 
financial crisis. 

Members cast their votes by 
raising green cards, handed out at 
the beginning of the meeting. 
Although no tally of the votes was 
taken at the Aug. 24 meeting, it 
appeared that about 90 members 
voted for the proposal and about 
10 voted against it. 

News of the organization’s 
$500,000 of operational debt and 
$436,000 in stock market losses 
engulfed the organization for 
months. Members bitterly criticized 
the administration of President 
William W. Sutton Jr. 

Before the convention started, the 
self-appointed Finance Committee, 
consisting of many former board 
members, was pushing for a 
resolution that would require the 
committee’s approval for any 
expenditures exceeding $5,000. 
However, at the Aug. 21 meeting, 
members of the Finance Committee 
and the NABJ board agreed that the 
committee would not have any 
power to stop or approve financial 
decisions. 

The committee will advise the 
board about financial matters 

Continued on back page 
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Harris: Press profits 
atanycestisatrap 

By Angela Chatman 

Former San Jose Mercury News 
chairman and publisher Jay T. Harris 
sounded a call to arms for black 
journalists at last month's National 
Association of Black Journalists 
convention, urging them to 
campaign against the trend toward 
profit-driven journalism. 

"Now we can see clearly the 
danger inherent in a profession in 
public service ... being based in 
corporations whose goal is 
financial," he told those gathered at 
the annual Newsmaker Banquet held 
in a ballroom of the Walt Disney 
World Dolphin Hotel. 

Harris, 52, 
resigned his 
position 
at the Knight 
Ridder Inc. 
flagship March 
19 of this year 
to protest the 
company's 
demand for 
more cost 
cutting measures and staff cuts at 
the paper located in California's 
Silicon Valley. 

The publicly held corporation has 
instituted severe cutbacks and 
layoffs at many of its papers in an 
effort to increase it profit margins 
and raise the value of its stock. 

Harris said the trend toward 
increasing profits at any cost among 
publicly held news organizations 
is a trap. Good-willed and well- 
intentioned people are caught in a 
trap, one that they do not want to 
escape, he said. 

"That trap is every bit as 
financially rewarding as it is 
confining," he told the audience. 

Investors view newspapers as 
vehicles for generating substantial 
financial wealth. In organizations 
concerned about their profit margins, 
"The whole primary objective is 
wealth creation. The goal is profit, 
not journalism." 

Only a few newspapers - The New 
York Times, The Washington Post, 


The Wall Street Journal, the St. 
Petersburg Times - remain 
committed to good journalism no 
matter the cost, he said. 

The race toward bigger and bigger 
profits and higher and higher stock 
prices keeps news organizations 
from fulfilling their responsibility 
1 to society and to the nation, he said. 
Harris pointed to the decline in the 
number of black journalists as 
another by-product of this rush for 
money. 

He mentioned the names of Bob 
McGruder, managing editor of The 
Detroit Free Press; Gregory L. 
Moore, managing editor of The 
Boston Globe-, John Dodson, former 
publisher of the Akron Beacon 
Journal and Gwen Ifill, co-host of 
PBS' “Newshour with Jim Lehrer." 

"There should be more like them," 
said Harris. 

Taking a more optimistic note, 
Harris said blacks' progress in the 
field of journalism will not be 
stopped. 

But he said today's climate and the 
commitment to higher profits makes 
it hard to do good work. "Journalism 
is being compromised," Harris said. 
Not only do news organizations cut 
comers on some lead stories but, 
more important, they do not commit 
the required resources to covering 
second tier and third tier stories. 

There is an increased dependence on 
wire stories and copy desks are 
! stretched to the limit. 

When it comes to this lack of a 
commitment, blacks and whites are 
in the same boat, he said. 

But Harris stressed that black 
journalists should not lose sight of 
their purpose: "We are here for the 
people, not ourselves." 

He said black journalists can and 

should become involved in the 
campaign to combat profit-driven 
journalism. "I think a proper balance 
can be restored," Harms said. 

He said black journalists must 
complain about what is happening. 
Harris said NABJ should be about 
more than the advancement of its 
members. 

He made these suggestions: 

• Energize the Unity coalition to 
include all journalists of color in 


the fight. 

• Join the Society for Professional 
Journalists to make the public 
aware of what's at stake. 

• In union shops, work with the 
Newspaper Guild and the 
Communications Workers of 
America to press for quality. 

• Tell people the purpose and goal 
of journalism and what they can 
expect and what they are due. 

Finally, Harris said, everyone can 
make a contribution: "A lot of 
people think they have to be big 
dogs to make a difference. That's 
not true. You just need to be a 
committed few to make a difference." 
Chatman is a 1977 Columbia 
Journalism graduate and reporter 
with the Cleveland Plain Dealer. 

Smaller J-Class 

Continued 

The oldest part-time student is 64. 

Tuition and fees for each of these 
students is $30,800, McDonald said. 

The Black Alumni Network is 
continuing its work in raising 
$25,000 for an endowed scholarship, 
in its effort to help offset the cost 
of attending J-School. 

Toward that end, alumni 
contributed $440 at the breakfast. 
One of the donations was $250. 

The university paid for each 
attendee's breakfast in return for 
contributions to the scholarship 
fund. 



New president 

Condace Pressley, who served on 
the 1999-2001 board as vice 
president/broadcast, was elected 
NABJ president Aug. 25. She 
defeated Herbert Lowe, who served 
on the board as vice president/print. 

Pressley is the association’s 14th 
president and the fourth woman and 
fourth broadcast journalist to serve. 


They said it: 

"What a curious thing. 
Mickey Mouse and 
black journalists." 

- Harry Belafonte, 
W.E.B. DuBois Lecture. 


"Success is liking 
yourself, liking what 
you do and liking how 
you do it." - Maya 
Angelou. Quotation 
was included in the 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award presentation 
honoring the late 
W. Charles "Chuck" 
Jackson. 


"No matter what 
happens in life, it's 
how you handle it." 
-Will Sutton, 
outgoing NABJ 
president. 


"You can be you. You 
don't have to run from 
who you are." 

- Paula Madison, 
recipient of the NABJ 
President's Award. 

"Now is the time to 
remember who we are 
and whose we are." 

- Condace Pressley, 
incoming NABJ 
President. 
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Jobline 
& careers 

The Western Knight Center for 
Specialized Journalism is accepting 
applications from mid-career 
journalists to attend a five-day, 
expenses-paid seminar at the 
University of California, Berkeley, 
“Covering Urban Growth: The 
reshaping of our cities and suburbs,” 
Oct. 21-26. The seminar will bring 
15 journalism fellows together 
with demographers, urban planners, 
sociologists, developers, 
environmentalists and others who 
are experts on how our cities and 
suburbs are evolving. 

WHO SHOULD APPLY? 
Environment, urban affairs, 
government and business reporters, 
editors, columnists and editorial 
writers for print and online news 
organizations as well as radio and 
television reporters, producers and 
news directors. 

HOW: Request applications from 
Vikki Porter, Director, The Western 
Knight Center for Specialized 
Journalism, USC Annenberg 
School of Journalism, 3502 Watt 
Way, Suite 325, Los Angeles, CA 
90089-0281. 

WHEN: Application deadline 

is Sept. 12. 

Questions? Call Associate Director 
Lanita Pace-Hinton at (510) 643- 
7425, or send e-mail to 
pacel@uclink4.berkeley.edu. 

... Learn How to Tap into your 
Community: Nov. 9-11, 
Washington, DC. The Harwood 
Civic Mapping Seminar is back. 
Newsroom are invited to apply for 
spaces in a fall Pew Center/Harwood 
Institute seminar offering in-depth 
strategies for mapping the civic 
layers of communities and 
neighborhoods. Travel stipends 
available. Nov. 9-11, 

Washington, DC. Deadline: Sept. 

21. Application Information: 
http://www.pewcenter.org/doi 
ngcj/conf/Harwood.html 
... Post & Find Jobs - Civic 
Journalism Job Board 


http://www.pewcenter.org/doi 
ngcj/jobboard.php 
...Sept. 15 application deadline: 
Communication Technology 
Professor sought in order to start 
teaching in January 2002. Assistant 
professor will teach conceptual 
courses and multimedia skills 
courses as well as conduct research 
with undergraduate and graduate 
students. PhD preferred with 
relevant experience in mass 
communication, computer science, 
information science, online media 
or information technology. Submit 
letter, resume, three references and 
course proposals (optional) to: 
Thomas A Bowers, Univ of NC- 
School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication, Box 3365, Chapel 
Hill NC 27599. 

Horman T. Wilson, 57, night 
metro editor for Hie Sun 

BALTIMORE - Norman T. 
Wilson, J - ’ 71, night metropolitan 
editor for The Sun and former 
Evening Sun reporter and assistant 
city editor, died of a heart attack 
Aug. 21 at home. He was 57. 

Mr. Wilson’s career at The 
Evening Sun and The Sun spanned 
nearly 29 years. He had been The 
Sun's night editor, responsible for 
putting the local news section to 
bed, since 1993. 

Mr. Wilson was bom in the 
Harlem and raised by his maternal 
grandmother after the death of his 
parents. 

As an 11-year-old playing in a 
park, he saw a woman drop her 
pocketbook, gathered its contents 
and caught up to her. The man with 
her, New York Times reporter Gerald 
Fitzgerald, took an interest in him, 
paying his tuition to Silesian High 
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School in the Bronx. He also paid 
his expenses at St. Francis College 
in Brooklyn, where he earned a 
bachelor's degree in English. 

After serving in the Air Force for 
four years, Mr. Wilson returned to 
New York and earned a master's 
degree in 1971 from the Columbia 
University School of Journalism. 
While there, he worked as a news 
assistant and clerk for The New York 
Times. 

He began his career at the Afro- 
American in 1971, and was hired as 
an Evening Sun reporter in 1972. He 
worked as a general assignment 
reporter and covered City Hall and 
the Maryland General Assembly. 

Mr. Wilson was one of the first 
blacks hired at The Sunpapers and 
also was the first black editorial 
writer to work on a Baltimore daily 
newspaper when he wrote editorials 
for The Evening Sun in 1981. 

"It couldn't have been too 
comfortable being a black in the 
newsroom in those years, and the 
pressure was enormous for Norm, 
because he had to travel in two 
different worlds," said William E.N. 
Hawkins, a former Evening Sun 
editor and now executive editor of 
the Durham (N.C.) Herald Sun. 

"He walked a fine line and 
understood the black political 
machine and the role of the 
newspaper. And he always played it 
straight down the middle," he said. 

In 1982, he was promoted to 
assistant city editor for The Evening 
Sun. Shortly hereafter, he became 
an assistant metro editor, working 
the overnight shift until being 
named night editor. 

Mr. Wilson's marriage to the 
former Rita L. Wilson ended in 
divorce. He is survived by a son, 
Desmond Wilson of Baltimore and 
two daughters, Johnsi Cora Wilson 
of Brooklyn Park, Md. and Rachel 
Lee Chapman-Wilson of St. Paul, 
Minn. 

- From the Baltimore Sun and 
MediaNews.com 

THANK YOU, August new 
and renewing subscribers 
from Cleveland, Corning, NY 
and Greensboro, NC. 






Recovery? 

Continued 

including the annual budget. It will 
make quarterly reports to the 
membership after reviewing NABJ’s 
spending and income in each quarter. 

The committee is to include two 
independent financial advisers and a 
top media company executive. Two 
of the members are to serve three- 
year terms and three are to serve 
four-year terms. 

During the meeting members 
asked questions about the finances 
and leveled criticism at the Sutton 
administration. Members yelled out 
from the audience in agreement with 
critical statements throughout the 
meeting. Some continued talking 
even when their 3- minute time 
limit was up. 

Former president Sidmel Estes- 
Sumpter (1991-93) asked how the 
financial situation could've 
worsened so much since she 
served on the board. 

“We had a Journal that printed 10 
or 12 times a year,” said Estes- 
Sumpter. “We had the (NABJ) 
Update, student newspapers. The 
regionals used to make money. The 
Ford Foundation gave us $400,000. 
Flow could things change so much?” 

Sutton apologized for not being 
more vigilant during the two years 
he served as president. “In hindsight, 
I wish I had asked more questions of 
our executive director and our 
treasurer and for that I apologize.” 
Sutton explained that the $436,000 


in stock losses to a large extent were 
the result of the economy and the 
organization’s investment decisions. 
NABJ’s financial troubles were 
compounded by back-to-back 
conventions held in the Western 
cities of in Seattle and Phoenix - 
far from the core membership base 
in the East - that didn’t generate 
enough money from registration 
fees to cover operational expenses. 
Sutton said the locations for those 
conventions were decided before he 
began serving as president. 

Marc Lippman, a representative 
from the investment firm that 
handles the organization’s stocks 
described the $436,000 downturn as 
a paper loss. He said that about 
half of the loss was due to NABJ 
investments in technology stocks. 
He said the other half was due to 
losses in the S&P 500. 

“When holdings do work, it’s easy 
to say that our investment strategy 
is brilliant, said Lippman. But that 
investment strategy doesn’t look 
good when there’s a serious 
downturn in the economy.” 

Executive Director Tangie 
Newborn said she conducted an 
internal audit of the organization’s 
finances. 

“NABJ did not bring in the revenue 
that was budgeted. We did not meet 
our expenses,” she said. 

Sutton said that 3,500 people 
attended the convention in 
Washington, D.C., in 1998. Only 
1,886 paid registrants attended the 
Unity Convention in Seattle in 1999 
and 1,900 paid registrants attended 
the convention in Phoenix in 2000. 
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Sutton said that 2,700 people were 
attending this year’s convention in 
Orlando, but he estimated that about 
500 of those attendees were sponsors 
who had complimentary registration 
packages. 

NABJ depends on well attended 
conventions to supply much of its 
operating expenses. 

Sutton said that the organization 
needs to look at three factors when 
planning future conventions: 

1) Geography; 

2) Timing; and 3) Cost. 

He said that conventions in some 
locations are less successful. 
Conventions in late August, like 
Orlando’s, prevented some college 
students from attending who had to 
leave for school. 

Sutton also said that hotels costing 
$165 per night and $180 per night 
are prohibitive to many members. 
Sutton said the hotel rate in 
Milwaukee, next year’s convention 
site, will be held next year, is more 
reasonable at $117 per night. 

“We need to start to do all we can 
to make Milwaukee the most 

successful convention that we can.” 

Sutton said he knew the 
organization was having some 
problems when he came aboard. But 
he thought he could raise money 
for NABJ. 

Sutton, who wore an “I love 
NABJ” button pledged his love 
and dedication to the organization. 
Rushing is a 1990 Columbia Journal¬ 
ism graduate and reporter with the 
Daily Press in Newport News, Va. 
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Twin 

towers 

collapse 

J-Alumni searched 
(or family; students 
hit the streets 

By Wayne Dawkins 

For several graduates, the 
destruction of the World Trade 
Center towers took a very personal 
turn as they anxiously searched for 
family members, friends and 
colleagues who were in or near the 
towers. 

And for graduates who lived in 
Manhattan and were on their way to 
work, they experienced sights they 
will never forget. 

For example, Leonard Hollie, 
‘89, lives about five miles north 
of the World Trade Center. He 
explained: “I usually ride my bicycle 
down to the World Trade Center 
each morning. I was down there 
(Tuesday, Sept. 11) but thankfully 
just out of harm's way. 

“Still, I saw the second plane crash 
into the second tower and I watched 


24 people jump or fall out of the 
first tower to their deaths in the 
space of 25 minutes before I had 
to leave. 


“When I looked back, I saw each 
tower collapse - about 20 minutes 
apart” 



Leonard Hollie 


Hollie, a Long Island University 
journalism professor, continued, “I 
was in town when the World Trade 
Center was being built, so to see 
them destroyed, and to see all of 
those people die, was pretty 
devastating.” 

Donnette Dunbar, ‘88, wrote 

Continued on back page 
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Endowment 

drive 

So far, the drive to establish an 
endowed Black Alumni Network 
scholarship at Columbia University 
Graduate School of Journalism has 
raised 14 percent of the money. 

Erin McCarthy of the J-school 
development office said that the 
school has recorded 14 gifts totaling 
$3,450 from five graduates and three 
media foundations. 

When a minimum $25,000 is 
raised, that will be enough money 
to establish the endowment and 
generate annual scholarships. The 
scholarships will assist needy 
students. 

Help us reach the goal. Send your 

check to Columbia University 
Graduate School of Journalism. In 
the lower left comer, note that the 
gift is for the “Black Alumni 
Network scholarship.” 

Also, see if your employer has a 
matching gift program. 

Send gifts to the attention of Erin 
McCarthy, Development Office, 
Columbia University Graduate 
School of Journalism, New York, 
NY 10027. 
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Low voter turnout despite big issues 


By Wayne Dawkins 

Condace Pressley defeated Herbert 
Lowe for the presidency of the 
National Association of Black 
Journalists based on the participation 
of 42 percent of the eligible voters. 

Voter turnout seemed pathetic 
because there were big issues to 
energize members: Concerns about 
the organization’s financial health 
were so severe the story was picked 
up by the New York Times and 
Washington Post. 

Also, members have engaged in 
plenty of soul searching about 
whether NABJ is losing its status as 
an influential force in journalism. 

Although NABJ boasts more than 
3,000 members, its 1,800 full-time 
print, broadcast and online 
journalists are eligible to elect the 
president, vice presidents and other 
national board members. 

Student and associate members 
each elect their own board 
representative. 

At the last election in 1999, there 
was 80 percent voter participation. 
Of 1,230 eligible voters, 988 cast 
votes for Robin Stone and Will 
Sutton, according to NABJ Update. 
Sutton was elected president. 

This year, 1,035 eligible members 
voted. Most of the votes, 649, were 
mailed in by people who were 
unable to go to Orlando, Fla or by 
members who attended but probably 
did not want to forget to vote or be 
bothered electioneering. 

Only 386 members voted on site. 
The results moved USA TODAY 
columnist DeWayne Wickham to 
point out that while 386 convention 


goers bothered to vote during the 
eight hours open for the election, 
1,500 showed up for the Eric Bcnct 
concert staged for members in one 
of the Disney World theme parks. 

Banquet table blues 

At the banquet where Jay Harris 
was the keynote speaker, members 
faced a dilemma: difficulty in finding 
a place to sit, despite a number of 
tables that were marked reserved for 
sponsors, but were empty. 

A South Florida TV producer 
admitted that she and some friends 
took over an empty pharmaceutical 
company table. 

“I knew the moment 1 saw the name, 
not a single person from that 
company would show. We just all 
kind of looked at each other and 
thought, ‘We’re sitting here!’ 
“Probably not the nicest thing in 
the world to do I’ll admit.” 

A a member had offered this 
suggestion for banquet table 
sponsors: Tell them we’ll be happy 
to hold their tables until 15 minutes 
into the program or another agreed 
upon time. After that, the seats are 
open to all members. 

This recommendation is intended to 
relieve the banquet seating crunch. 

nabjconvention.org 

Several members who were unable 
to attend the Orlando convention 
praised the student journalism 
projects that produced www. 
nabjconvention.org. 

Members were able to read daily 
reports about the business meetings, 
plenary' sessions and and other 
special events. 


“The nabjconvention.com site was 
an awesome news source for those 
of us not in Disney world,” said 
Monette Austin Bailey, editor of 
Outlook at the 
University of Maryland. 

“Thanks to the students and their 
advisors for putting together a 
thorough, professional, interesting 
account of the convention.” 

43 members vote 

Several reports said about 250 
members packed a room for the 
Friday morning business meeting. 
This represented the best attendance 
at a business meeting since the 
tumultuous 1995 Philadelphia 
convention. 

There, former journalist Mumia 
Abu Jamal faced execution during 
convention week. The execution 
was halted. Abu Jamal remains on 
death row in Pennsylvania. 

The Orlando meeting started an 
hour late then ran for several hours, 
well beyond the allotted time. 

Most of the crowd left the latter 
end of the meeting to attend to 
commitments like the job fair or to 
be on time to hear W.E.B. DuBois 
lecturer Harry Belafonte. 

When 43 people remained in the 
business meeting room a 
compromise vote was taken: The 
members in the room voted 24-19 
to accept alcoholic beverage 
sponsorship money to help 
underwrite the 2002 Milwaukee 
convention. 

The vote troubled members who 
said they were committed to 
association business but could not 



stay for every minute of the 
meeting. 

“I stepped out,” said Nicole 
Johnson McGill of Jacksonville, 
Fla. “I even left my bag behind to 
hold my seat.... “We shouldn’t 
assume that everyone who left early 
simply blew it off and went to 
lunch or just didn’t care.” 

After the convention a member 
compared the late vote to back 
room-style politics. 

Another member recommended 
that in the future the board should 
follow procedure and provide 
complete meeting agendas so 
members do not run the risk of 
missing critical voles. 

Correction 

The September story “Road to 
recovery?” described a self-appointed 
Finance Committee for NABJ. The 
correct indentification is Oversite 
Plan by the Concerned Members of 
NABJ, an ad-hoc committee. 

Jobline 

The South Florida Sun-Sentinel 
needs experienced journalists for two 
government beats in a highly 
competitive area. The Palm Beach 
County government/politics 
writer will cover a sprawling and 
diverse area of one million people 
who you will find living in 
waterfront mansions, retirement 
communities and on farms. He or 
she also will take the lead on county 
political issues and write a weekly 
political column. Five years of 
experience is preferred. The city of 
Hollywood beat writer will cover 
the second largest city in our 


circulation area. At 130,000 people, 
Hollywood is diverse and politically 
active. Government and politics are 
at the core of this assignment, but 
the successful applicant must also 
take coverage out of city hall and 
into the neighborhoods. More 
information about these positions 

People 

Sheryl Huggins, ’91, was a 

contributing writer to this year’s 
‘The State of Black America” report, 
published by the National Urban 
League. Huggins wrote Essay 2, 
‘The Rules of the Game.” 

She wrote this intro: “You can’t 
change the world if you refuse to 
acknowledge the forces that are 
already shaping it. For years 
alarmists have decried the “decline” 
in our society (e.g., too many single 
mothers, not enough leaders), but 
they’ve missed the point. 

“While they were sounding the 
alarm, society as we knew it did 
fall apart, and now it’s being rebuilt 
according to new ethos, attitudes 
and conventions.” 

Huggins’ essay is among a dozen 
in the 240-page book. The report’s 
emphasis is on black Americans 
under age 35. The report is $24.95. 
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and other openings is at 

http://southflorida.sun- 

sentinei.com/opportunities/. 

To apply, send a cover letter, 
resume and writing samples to 
Kathy Pellegrino, recruitment rditor, 
Sun-Sentinel, 200 E. Las Olas 
Blvd., Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301. 



To Subscribe: 

One Year, $20 (12 issues) 

Two years, $38 (24 issues) 

THANK YOU, September 
new and renewing subscribers 
from Medford, Mass. 



Twin towers 

Continued 

this account for her newspaper, the 
Financial Times: “Here was my first 
clue that the New York I fell asleep 
to the night before had forever been 
changed. By the time I got to Sixth 
Avenue, all eyes were glued south. 
No one seemed in a rush to get to 
work as they pulled out mobile 
phones to check on loved ones as 
well as video recorders to document 
the tragedy. In fact, people were 
strolling out of their offices, their 
heads held up toward the cloud of 
smoke between the skyscrapers. 
Within minutes, the first of the twin 

towers ... disappeared in a sheet of 
soot and ash that could be felt and 
seen from two miles away. 

“...I walked into the newsroom 
amidst chaos. As I conferred with a 
colleague about the surreal nature of 
the incident, she filled me in on the 
latest happenings. The Pentagon had 
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also been hit and there were a 
number of hijacked planes still 
unaccounted for. 

“1 was trying to come to an 
understanding that the United States 
was under siege when my assistant 
cursed, angrily declaring that the 
second tower was collapsing. ‘How 
can this be happening?’ I screamed 
to no one in particular.” 

Betty Winston Baye, ‘80, 
wrote in the Louisville Courier- 
Journal Sept. 13 about her cousin, 
Norris “Choo Choo” Wright, a 
senior business analyst who was 
inside one of the trade centers when 
the jet battered it. The cousin 
suffered third-degree bums. Wright 
was treated at a Manhattan hospital 
then heavily bandaged he walked 25 
blocks to the West Side waterfront. 
A boat took him across the Hudson 
River to New Jersey. 

Read the column at 
www.trottergroup.com. 

Wayne Dawkins, ‘80, of the 
Daily Press in Newport News- 


Hampton, Va., wrote about concern 
for his mother’s safety. Iris C. 
Dawkins, 79, worked part-time in a 
government office midway between 
the Trade Center and City Hall. 
Long-distance telephone service to 
NYC was jammed. Wayne was able 
to confirm that his mother was safe 
14 hours after the crisis began with 
help from Deborah Creighton, 

‘ 9 7. He sent her an AOL Instant 
Message and Creighton made a local 
telephone call to Brooklyn and got 
through to Dawkins’ mother. 

Creighton, an editor with the Wall- 
Street Journal Online, was rerouted 
from her office in the financial 
district to Dow Jones’ office near 

Princeton, N.J. 

On the day of the twin tower 
attacks, Columbia Journalism 
students hit the streets then wrote 
27 stories and put them online on 
www.jm.columbia.edu. Students 
filed follow-up stories the second 
and third day after the attacks. 


Sharon McMillan, sec’y 
Canadian ABJ 
42 Charles Street East 
Toronto, ONT M4Y IT4 
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>82 grad to Under the rainbow in Nashville 


blend tech and 
journalism at 
Boston college 


Michelle Johnson J-82, has 

accepted a position as Journalism 
and Communication Technology 
Manager for Emerson College in 
Boston. In this newly created 
position she will work closely with 
the heads of the journalism and 
communication departments to 
incorporate new technologies into 
the schools’ curriculum and 



programs. 

Johnson, a 
former editor for 
the Boston Globe, 
has been an 
Internet 
since 1996, work¬ 
ing primarily with 
non-profit organi- 


part of the team that launched 
boston.com, the Globe’s award¬ 
winning regional web site. Johnson 
writes the “Personal Tech” column 
and “Best of the Web” feature for the 
Globe’s business section. 

Johnson has served as coordinator 
for the student online projects of 
several professional journalism 


Continued on page 4, 



Reginald Stuart, J-71,is 

among 15 contributors to the new 
book, “Nashville: An American 
Self-Portrait,” edited by John 
Egerton and E. Thomas Wood and 
published by Beaten Biscuit Press. 

The volume is a followup to 
“Nashville: the Faces of Two 
Centuries,” 
published in 
1979 in conjun¬ 
ction with the 
city’s bicen¬ 
tennial. Stuart’s 
chapter on race 
and Nashville 
excerpted in the 
Nashville Scene 
newspaper on 
Oct. 4. 

Stuart looked 
at race relations in Nashville and 
how they’ve been altered by the 
city’s influx of immigrants in the 
last decade. He described some of 
the changes this way: 


Pass almost any major 
construction site, and you ’ll see 
Mexican laborers doing the work 
that blacks and poor whites once 
fought over and eventually shared. 



Park downtown, and you’ll find 
Somalian men managing most of the 
parking lots. Visit a beauty supply 
store, such as Kim’s on Jefferson 
Street, and you’ll meet Korean 
owners. Shop at Kroger, and you’ll 
be asked "paper of plastic? ” in 
countless accents. 

Dine in the Belle Meade Buffet on 
Harding Road, and you’ll find 
"new” people dispensing Southern 
cooking and comfort - the same 
familiar black men carrying trays, 
but mostly Asian cooks and servers 
and a quietly efficient team of Asian 
managers in place of the whites who 
used to be in charge. 


Coming next month: 

Holiday gifts - Books 
by journalism alumni 


Stuart is a native of the city and a 
former Nashville Tennessean and 
New York Times reporter. He now 
works for Knight Ridder. 
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Must read 

“A glowing, richly modulated 
voice belting up from some¬ 
where too many of us have 
either never been or are afraid 
to go. Anybody who thinks 
blackbirds don’t sing needs 
to buy this book.” 

- Gannett News Service 

“She’s an authentic voice of 
urban America - an uncom¬ 
promising champion of the 
downtrodden.” 

- DeWayne Wickham, 

BET Lead Story 

“Heartfelt and very personal, 
yet filled with depth. We 
don’t get to see writing like 
this much. A good read!” 

- Benjamin Franklin Awards 
judges. Publishers Marketing 
Association 

$14 August Press 
www.augustpress.net 

We accept 



Del 


Jobline 
& careers 

Hearst Newspapers seeks applicants 
for it Journalism Fellowship 
Program. During the two-year 
program fellows complete three 
eight-month job rotations at different 
newspapers. Applications for 2002 
will be accepted through Dec. 1, 



Hearst Newspapers 

200 1. In January finalists will be 
selected to be considered for the four 
available openings. The Four people 
will be selected in March. Hearst 
Newspapers include the Albany 
Times Union, Houston Chronicle; 
San Antonio Express-News and San 
Francisco Chronicle. To get an 
application contact the BA Network 
newsletter or write to Hearst 
Newspapers, Journalism Fellowship 
Program, 801 Texas Ave., Houston, 
TX 77002. 

Telephone (713) 220-6940. 

. . . The Door Development Office 
seeks a development assistant, 
and writer. Assist in the writing, 
researching, tracking and preparation 
of reports, proposals, grants and 
correspondence in coordination with 
program and finance staff. Write to 
The Door Development Office, 121 
Avenue of the Americas, New York, 
NY 10002. Fax: (212) 941-0714 
. . . The Harlem United 
Community AIDS Center, Inc. 
seeks a grant writer. The 
community-based organization 
provides health care and related 
services, supportive housing, and 
prevention interventions to people 
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living with, or at risk of HIV/AIDS. 
The development department seeks 
an assistant to write proposals, 
reports, and assist with the 
coordination and administration of 
development activities. Send resume, 
cover letter and a writing sample to 
Beverly Blake, Director of 
Development, Harlem United 
Community AIDS Center, Inc. 

306 Lenox Ave., 3rd Floor, 

New York, NY 10027 
Phone (212) 828-3641 

The South Florida Sun-Sentinel 
needs experienced journalists for 
two government beats in a highly 
competitive area. The Palm Beach 
County government/politics 
writer will cover a sprawling and 
diverse area of one million people 
who you will find living in 

waterfront mansions, retirement 
communities and on farms. He or 
she also will take the lead on county 
political issues and write a weekly 
political column. Five years of 
experience is preferred. The city of 
Hollywood beat writer will cover 
the second largest city in our 
circulation area. At 130,000 people, 
Hollywood is diverse and politically 
active. Government and politics are 
at the core of this assignment, but 
the successful applicant must also 
take coverage out of city hall and 
into the neighborhoods. More 
information about these positions 
and other openings is at 
http://southflorida.sun- 
sentinel.com/opportunities/. 

To apply, send a cover letter, 
resume and writing samples to 
Kathy Pellegrino, recruitment editor, 
Sun-Sentinel, 200 E. Las Olas 
Blvd., Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301. 







People 

• Craig Marberry, ’85, author 
of the bestseller “Crowns: 
Portraits of Black Women in 
Church Hats,” and photo¬ 
grapher Michael Cunningham, 
did a presentation and book 



signing during the Newport 
News Public Library festival 
of authors Oct. 27. 

• In the September-October 
Black Issues Book Review, 
A’Lelia Bundles, ’76, wrote a 
tribute to the late Alex Haley 
(1992), author of “Roots.” 
Bundles praised Haley as a 



mentor who helped her and 
other writers. Bundles was 
supposed to be Haley’s 
researcher. The plan in the 
1980s was for him to write the 
biography of Bundles’ great- 
great grandmother. Madam 
CJ. Walker. However, 
Bundles wrote “On Her Own 
Ground: The Life and Times 
of Madam CJ. Walker” 
(Scribner) in 2001. 

• Also in B1BR, “Pearl’s 
Secret: A Black Man’s Search 
for His White Family” by 
Neil Henry, ’78, was 
reviewed. The book is based 
on a letter Henry’s maternal 
great-grandmother received in 
1899 from a plantation owner 
in Louisiana. Pearl’s Secret 
was published by the 
University of California Press. 
Henry is a journalism 
professor at the University of 
California at Berkeley and a 
former Washington Post 
reporter. 

In September, Sheryl 
Huggins, ’91, became the 
executive editor of NiaOnline, 
an online community and web 
site for African-American 
women. Visit 
www.niaonline.com 
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Endowment drive 

So far, the drive to establish an 
endowed Black Alumni Network 
scholarship at Columbia University 
Graduate School of Journalism has 
raised 14 percent of the money. 

The school has recorded 14 gifts 
totaling $3,450 from five graduates 
and three media foundations. 

When a minimum $25,000 is 
raised, that will be enough money 
to establish the endowment and 
generate annual scholarships. The 
scholarships will assist needy 
students. 

Here is the donor list: 

• A’Lelia Bundles, ’76 

i • Wayne J. Dawkins, ’80 (3) 

• Cheryl R. Devall, ’82 

• Gayle Frances Pollard, ’73 (4) 

• E.R. Shipp, ’79 

• Times Mirror Foundation (2) 

• Tribune New York Foundation 

• Disney Foundation 

HELP US reach the goal. Send 
your check to Columbia University 
Graduate School of Journalism. In 
the lower left comer, note that the 
gift is for the “Black Alumni 
Network scholarship.” 

Also, see if your employer has a 
matching gift program. 

Send gifts to the attention of Erin 
McCarthy, Development Office, 
Columbia University Graduate 
School of Journalism, New York, 
NY 10027. 

THANK YOU, October new 
and renewing subscribers 
from Louisville, KY; Los 
Angeles; Queens, NY; Fort 
Lauderdale; Carversville, PA; 
Nashville; New Rochelle, NY 








Boston college 

Continued 

organizations. She is also co-chair of 
Boston’s 14-year-old High School 
Journalism Workshop, funded in part 
by Dow Jones. 

“I’m really excited about this 
position because it brings together 
several longtime interests of mine: 
journalism, education, and 
technology,” Johnson said. 

Emerson College 

(www.emerson.edu) is a private, co¬ 
educational institution offering 
courses in print and broadcast 
journalism, communications, public 
relations, creative writing and the 
performing arts. 

LisaBainMormer 
NY Post editor, dies 

Lisa G. Baird, 44, died Oct. 27 at 
Albert Einstein Medical Center in 
the Bronx after a long illness. 

Bom in Brooklyn, N.Y., Ms. Baird 
was a graduate of Butler College in 


Indiana. She got her first journalism 
job at age 18, working for the 
Indianapolis Star. 

Over the course of her 26-year 
career Ms. Baird worked as a reporter 
for the Miami Herald before 
moving to the Gannett Westchester 
newspapers, where she was an 
assistant city editor. 

Ms. Baird was an editor/columnist 
for The Record of Bergen County, 
N.J. and an editor at Newsday before 
moving to the New York Post. 

In June, the assistant city editor 
was fired along with four of her 
management colleagues. 

Ms. Baird was a member of NABJ 
and the Trotter Group. 

Larry Still, journalist 
and educator, dies 

Lawrence Anderson Still, 78, 
journalism educator and journalist, 
died Oct. 16 at Howard University 
Hospital. He had Alzheimer's 
disease, reported The Washington 
Post. 
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Mr. Still He served 14 years on 
the Howard University faculty. He 
was chairman of the journalism 
department and associate dean of the 
School of Communications. Mr. 
Still retired in 1986. 

He was a Chicago-based journalist 
for Jet and Ebony magazines. 

Mr. Still moved to Washington in 
1965 and worked for the Afro- 
American newspaper and the 
Washington Star. He covered the 
civil rights movement, the White 
House and national politics, and 
international events in Europe, 
Africa and the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Still was bom in St. Louis. 
He graduated from Iowa 
University and studied at St. Louis 
University. He did graduate study in 
African studies at Howard. 

MOVING?: Send a 
change-of-address or 
postcard and Black 
Alumni Network 
newsletter will be 
there with you. 


— 
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Coming next month: 

2001 year in review 


Books by J-Alumni 

Celebration 
of humanity 

By Deborah S. Creighton 

This is the time of year when I 
list the biographies, mysteries 
and historical books written by 
fellow Columbia Journalism 
alums. 

As we gather with our families, 
friends and assorted loved ones 
this holiday season to reflect on 
the past year and explore our 
hopes and goals for 2002, it is 
impossible to ignore the events 
of Sept. 11. 

Few people were untouched by 
the airplane hijackings and the 
attacks on the World Trade 
Center and the Pentagon. 

As the USA leads a war against 
terrorism, consider the sage words 
of James McBride, ‘80, from his 
prologue to FAMILY: A Celebra¬ 
tion ofHumanity : 

“Someone once said that if we 
wanted to end all wars we should 
issue credit cards to our enemies. 
Let them buy jeans and tennis 
shoes and t-shirts with poster¬ 
sized ads for Tommy Hilfiger. 

“I don't agree. I say let the 
grandmas of the planet stand atop 
the world and have the soapbox 
equivalent of a jazz solo. Give the 
grandmothers of this world eight 
bars and there would be no blues. 

“Because grandmas from the 
Iraqi nation to the Iroquois nation, 
from Australia to the Andes, they 
would not have it. They would not 
hear of it.” 

It is time for the holiday books 
issue, and this year our fellow alums 
have weighed in twice on black hair, 
presented us with a calendar of 


HAIR STORY 


than-life personality of an entrepre¬ 
neur. So, without further adieu, the 
books. 

FAMILY 

James McBride has written exten¬ 
sively on his family and he takes time 
to introduce us to others in the pro¬ 
logue for FAMILY: A Celebration 
of Humanity. FAMILY is one of 
three titles from the photo exhibit 


Continued on next page 
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Moments of Intimacy, 
Laughter and Kinship 
(M.I.L.K.) organized by New 
Zealand publisher Geoff 
Blackwell. The 100-plus 
images chronicle family life: 
the loving, the fighting, the 
laughter, joy, sorrow, the 
mundane and the perfectly 
inane, offering up hope and 
redemption. (William Morrow, 



Must read 

“A glowing, richly modulated 
voice belting up from some¬ 
where too many of us have 
either never been or are afraid 
to go. Anybody who thinks 
blackbirds don’t sing needs 
to buy this book.” 

- Gannett News Service 

“She’s an authentic voice of 
urban America - an uncom¬ 
promising champion of the 
downtrodden.” 

- DeWayne Wickham, 

BET Lead Story 

“Heartfelt and very personal, 
yet filled with depth. We 
don’t get to see writing like 
this much. A good read!” 

- Benjamin Franklin Awards 
judges, Publishers Marketing 
Association 

$14 August Press 
www.augustpress.net 

We accept 



March 2001, hardcover, $50.) 

For Neil Hemsy, ’78, it began 
with a letter and a photograph. 
Those two items helped h i m 
begin the documentation of the 
white branch of his family that 
culminated in Pearl's Secret: A 
Black Man's Search for His 
White Family (University of 
California Press, $24.95). 

Using his investigative skills 
as a journalist, Henry, a 
journalism professor at 
University of California, 
Berkeley, and former 
Washington Post reporter, 
delves into the life of Pearl, his 
maternal great-grandmother 
Pearly Brumley and offers up 
an analysis of post-slavery race 
relations. 

In 2000, Michael 
Cunningham and C^aig 
Ma^beis^y, ‘85, brought us 

Crowns: Portraits of Black 
Women in Church Hats 

(Doubleday, $27.50), 
brilliantly depicted black-and- 
white photographs and essays 
celebrating women who 
consider themselves not 
properly dressed for church 
without a hat. 

For 2002, Cunningham and 
Marberry turn their book into a 
wall calendar complete with 
inspirational stories. ($10.95) 

A Telia Bundles, ’76, 

breathed new life into the 
legacy of entrepreneur Madam 
C.J. Walker, her great-great- 
grandmother in On Her Own 
Ground: The Life and Times 
of Madam CJ. Walker 
(Scribner, $30). 

Not content with creating 
and running a successful hair- 
product company, the child of 
slaves gave Black women job 
options other than maid, cook 
or washwoman. 

In the biography, Bundles, 
“dispelsmisconceptions ... 
she did not invent the straigh¬ 
tening comb nor necessarily 
advocate that black women 
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straighten their hair, and she 
was not a millionaire when 
she died in 1919.” (Booklist 
review) 

Two alums undertook the 
daunting task of writing about 
black women’s hair. 

Bundles wrote the forward to 
Black Hair: Art, Style, and 
Culture (edited by Ima Ebong; 
Universe, $25), a collection of 
celebrating the diversity and 
creativity of women’s hair¬ 
styles and Lori L. Tharps, 

’97, and Ayana Byrd colla¬ 
borated on Hair Story: 
Untangling the Roots of Black 
Hair in America (St. Martin’s 
Press, $23.95). 

Hair Story is a chronological 
look at the social and political 
statements that black hair has 
made over the decades, from 
com rows and Jheri Curls to 
the Afro and its transformation 
from a being a simple hairstyle 
to political statement. 

Reginald Stuart, J-71, is 

among 15 contributors to the 
new book , Nashville: An 
American Self-Portrait, edited 
by John Egerton and E. 

Thomas Wood and published 
by Beaten Biscuit Press. 

Stuart’s chapter on race and 
Nashville looked at race rela¬ 
tions in Nashville and how 
they’ve been altered by the 
city’s influx of immigrants in 
the last decade. 

Coming next year: 

Miracle at St. Anna, by James 
McBride. Based on the massa¬ 
cre at the site of St. Anna Di 
Stazzema, a small village in 
Tuscany, and on the experi¬ 
ences of Buffalo soldiers from 
the 92nd Division in Italy 
during World War II, Miracle 
at St. Anna is a revelatory look 
at war’s cruelty, passion and 
heroism. This is the story of 
four black soldiers, a group of 
partisans, and an Italian boy 

Continued on back page 
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Jobline 

Hearst Newspapers seeks appli¬ 
cants for its two-year Journalism 
Fellowship Program. Fellows 
complete three eight-month job 
rotations at different newspapers. 
Applications for 2002 will be 

accepted through Dec. 1, 2001. 
In January finalists will be selected 
to be considered for the four open¬ 
ings. The Four people will be 
selected in March. Hearst papers 
include the Albany Times Union, 
Houston Chronicle; San Antonio 
Express-News and San Francisco 
Chronicle. To get an application 
contact the BA Network newsletter 
or write to Hearst Newspapers, 
Journalism Fellowship Program, 
801 Texas Ave., Houston, TX 
77002. Or call (713) 220-6940. 

. . . Minnesota Media Collaborative 
seeks self-starter to build and run 
cutting-edge journalism 
initiative at the University of St. 
Thomas. The successful candidate 
will have a BA in Journalism; 
professional journalism experience; 
interest in helping students become 
future journalism executives 
and Pulitzer winners; strong verbal 
and writing skills; interest in current 
events and working collaboratively; 
must enjoy details and working with 
high school students of color, high 
school newspaper advisers, 
professional journalists; experience 
with grant writing and project 
management preferred. Great 
benefits, including tuition benefits. 
If you love a challenge and will be 
available for hire on J a n. 1, 

2002, send your resume, writing 
samples, and cover letter (refer to 
#UJW001) to: HR, Mail 
#AQU217, 2115 Summit Ave., St. 
Paul, MN 55105. E-mail: 
employment@stthomas.edu 
For complete job description visit: 
www.hr.stthomas.edu 
. . . The Howard University School 
of Communications invites 
applicants and nominations for the 
position of chairperson in the. 
Department of Journalism. The 
position is a 12-month academic 
tenure-track appointment at the rank 


of associate professor or professor. 
Candidates should have an earned 
doctorate or distinguished profes¬ 
sional experience in one of the 
department sequences: advertising, 
print journalism, broadcast 
journalism and public relations. 

Applications will be reviewed 
beginning Dec. 1 and will continue 
until the position is filled. The 
anticipated starting date is J u 1 y 1 , 
2002. Nominations or applications 
(letter of interest, curriculum vitae, 
and three letters of reference) should 
be sent to Dr. Anju Chaudhary, 
Journalism Search Committee 
Chair, Department of Journalism, 
Howard University, 525 Bryant St., 
NW, Washington, DC 20059. 

. . . The English Department of 
Kutztown University of Penn¬ 
sylvania is proud to announce six 
tenure-track positions for the 
2002-03 academic year. Kutztown 
University of Pennsylvania enrolls 
approximately 8,200 students in 
graduate and undergraduate programs. 
The University is located in the 
borough of Kutztown in a charming 
rural setting, but is within 20 
minutes driving time of the 
metropolitan areas Allentown/ 
Bethlehem and Reading, and within 
60 minutes of the Philadelphia area. 
The University is very interested in 
hiring employees who have 
extensive experience with diverse 
populations, especially African- 
American and Latino populations 
represented in these adjoining 
metropolitan areas. Candidates 
should send cover letter, CV, all 
official transcripts, two recent letters 
of recommendation, recent teaching 
evaluations, appropriate sample 
syllabi, and writing samples to Dr. 
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! Jim Nechas, Professional Writing 
Search Committee, English 
Department, Kutztown University of 
Penn-sylvania, 19530. Review of 
applications began Nov. 1, and will 
continue until position is filled. 

People 

• Tania Padgett, ’95, is a 

banking reporter at Newsday in 
Long Island, N.Y. 

• Oscar Johnson, ’00, is a 
reporter in the Williamsburg 
bureau of the Daily Press in 
Newport News-Hampton, Va. 

Endowment update 

So far, the drive to establish an 
endowed Black Alumni Network 
scholarship at Columbia University 
Graduate School of Journalism 
inched 1 percent closer to the goal. 

A $250 matching gift has raised 
total gifts to $3,700 from 15 
graduates and media foundation 
donors for nearly 15 percent of the 
goal. When a minimum $25,000 is 
raised, that will be enough money 
to establish the endowment and 
generate annual scholarships. The 
scholarships will assist needy 
students. 

Help us reach the goal. Send your 
check to Columbia University 
Graduate School of Journalism. In 
the lower left comer, note that the 
gift is for the “Black Alumni 
Network scholarship.” Also, see if 
your employer has a matching gift 
program. Send gifts to the attention 
of Erin McCarthy, Development 
Office, Columbia University 
School of Journalism, NYC 10027. 


Sought; VHS tapes with 
African-American themes. 
Contact Sid Bloomberg, 735 
Taylor St., suite 306, San 
Francisco, CA 94108 

THANK YOU, November 
new and renewing subscri¬ 
bers from Hampton, VA [2]; 
Chicago; NewYork, NY; Phila¬ 
delphia; Ridgefield Park, NJ 
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who encounter a miracle. 
Miracle at St. Anna is an 
homage to the relationships 
that cross race, class and 
geography that show the power 
to do good that lives in each of 
us. (Riverhead Hardcover, 
ISBN: 1573222127; January 
2002, $23.95). 

Yolanda Joe, ’85, will have 
three new books hitting the 
shelves. Joe uses her more than 
10 years experience in 
broadcast journalism to bring 
us the TV news in This Just In 
... as told through the lives of 
five newswomen - four black 
and one white - grappling with 
racism and sexism at a fictional 
Chicago TV station. (Hard¬ 
cover: Doubleday, $23.95), 

Joe also writes mysteries 
under the name Ardella 
Garland, which is an amalgam 
of the names of grandparents 
who raised her in Chicago. 
Writing as Garland, two 
mysteries with crime-solving 
investigative reporter Georgia 
Barnett will soon be available. 
Hit Time (Simon& Schuster; 
ISBN: 0-684-87376-1; 
February 2002, $21) and the 
paperback edition of Details at 
Ten (Hardcover: Simon & 
Schuster, $21 and paperback: 
Pocket Books, February 2002, 
$6.99), set in another fictional 
Chicago TV station. 


Last year we said: 

Columnist and editorial writer 
Betty Winston Baye, ‘80, 
schools her readers with a 
selection of her columns from 
The Courier-Journal in 
Louisville, Ky., in her second 
book. Blackbird (August Press, 
$14). The Washington Post 
says of Baye, “She defends us 
when we are under attack and 
challenges us when we are 
complacent.” 

Her first book, The Africans, 
a novel, was published in 1983. 
To purchase, point your 
browser to 

www.augustpress.net 

In Search of Black America, 
David Dent, ‘82, introduces 
the reader to people who, 
against overwhelming odds, are 
living the (African) American 
dream, and, who despite the 
prevalent images in die media 
are not a monolithic group. 
Dent is a journalism professor 
at New York University. 
(Simon & Schuster, $26). 

Janet McDonald’s, ’84, 

Project Girl (University of 
California Press, $15.95/ 
paperback; Farrar Straus & 
Giroux, $23/hardcover), is her 
tale of conflict and survival. 
McDonald’s story is told as 
part memoir and part journal 
entries that reveal her everlast¬ 
ing link to the projects and the 
world from which she came. 


Based on her experience as a 
New York Times reporter, 
focus groups sessions and her 
own life lessons as an African- 
American woman, Lena 
Williams, ‘73, shows how 
ignorance still keeps blacks 
and whites divided in It's the 
Little Things: Everyday 
Interactions That Get Under 
the Skin of Blacks and Whites 
(Harcourt Brace, $22; available 
in paperback January 2002 for 
$13). 

Ron Howell, ’75, introduces 
readers to 100 workers, from a 
tattoo artist to a lawyer to a 
drug dealer, in One Hundred 
Jobs: A Panorama of Work in 
the American City (New Press, 
$15.95). Pulitzer Prize-winner 
Ozier Muhammad's photo¬ 
graphs accompany each emplo¬ 
yee's job site. Howell is a 
reporter for Newsday. 



Deborah S. Creighton, ’97, is 
an online editor for The Wall Street 
Journal Online. She is also the 
editor of Digital Prepress for Comic 
Books by Kevin Tinsley ($36.95). 
www.stickmangraphics.com 
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